
Tel:  +670 7723 2908

Maubere
Security 

... since 2000

Security You Can 
Trust

www.mauberesecuritylda.com
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CAR RENTALS
GOOD CARS

Clean, comfortable 
& well maintained.

Ava i lab le  w i th  o r  w ihou t  d r i ve r.
● Large range of vehicles 

● Including up to 22 seater bus.
● Long and short term hire rates

We are flexible & 
happy to negotiate.

ph: (+670)  7723 0880
   7723 0881, 7723 0883

em: edssales7@gmail.com 27O 28R

Technology Services

Communica�ons
Security / CCTV
Print Solu�ons
Managed IT
Solar Power Solu�ons

+670 3314444
sa les@inovar4 .com
www.inovar4.com
Esset Complex, Comoro Bridge
Rua Beduku 1, Dili Timor-Leste

DAIKIN TBS LDA

Daikin Residential, Semi-Commercial 
and Commercial Air-conditioning 

Systems Available. Wall Mounted, 
Ceiling Cassette & Floor Standing.

Timor-Leste’s Authorised 
Daikin Distributor

Address: Rua De Hudi Laran, Bedik Hun, 
Bairro Pite, Dili, Timor Leste     

Email : tbsupplies@outlook.com
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Phone: +670 7728 9000
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Dili Stores:
    - Timor Plaza
    - Villa Verde
    - Mandarin

Trading as:

Currency Exchange Services Provided

Your trusted local insurer

   W www.fedpacinsurance.com  
        Dili Square, Suites 3 & 4 Pateo Compound, Colmera, Dili, TIMOR LESTE

P
            E info@asuransi�t.com  

670) 331 0098     M    78186638 M   78186639 

Instructor Rudi with one of his classes from the Movimentu Kalma Iha Bee Project. (See inside for more details & photos)

Scan to download 
a PDF of this 
magazine
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Address: Avenida da Restauração Comoro, Dili, Timor-Leste

Standard Studio : 

25S

House Keeping, Laundry, 24 Hours Security, Hot Water, AC,  Maintenance 24 Hours on Call, Back Up Generator, 
Reception 24 Hours on Call, 25 Channels Cable TV, Security Gate with Card Identification System.

PACKAGE INCLUDED :

$600 Deluxe Studio : $700 Apartment : $950

ISLAND EXPLORER
TIMOR-LESTE’S TRUSTED TRAVEL AGENCY

3rd Floor, Timor Plaza (main building). 
sales@islandexplorerholdays.tl. 

Global Flight Ticketing Services
Professional, knowledgeable and simple ticket booking services.

All major airlines globally. 
+670-7800-1919

Car Rentals 
Wide range of good quality vehicles (4Wd’s, minibuses, SUV’s and more). 

Easy pick up and drop off services. Best value prices.
+670-7303-3030

5 Star Rated Tours 
Global standards by local professionals.

+670-7689-9555

Flying Kuala Lumpur-Dili-Kuala Lumpur
 Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

 +670-7308-0000

We can accept
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Address: Avenida da Restauração Comoro, Dili, Timor-Leste

Standard Studio : 

25S

House Keeping, Laundry, 24 Hours Security, Hot Water, AC,  Maintenance 24 Hours on Call, Back Up Generator, 
Reception 24 Hours on Call, 25 Channels Cable TV, Security Gate with Card Identification System.

PACKAGE INCLUDED :

$600 Deluxe Studio : $700 Apartment : $950

Dili International Convention Centre 
Breaks Ground Ahead of ASEAN 2029

Credit: Média-GPM & TATOLI

The Government of Timor-Leste has held a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the International Convention Centre in Dili. The project, located 
at the former Port of Dili site, is part of the country’s preparations to 
assume the ASEAN Chairmanship in 2029.
The foundation stone was jointly laid by Prime Minister Xanana 
Gusmão, President José Ramos-Horta, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs, and Minister of Tourism 
and Environment, Francisco Kalbuadi Lay, ASEAN Secretary-General 
Kao Kim Hourn, and Australia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Defence, Richard Marles.
Speaking at the ceremony, Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão said the 
project forms part of Timor-Leste’s wider strategy to prepare for the 
responsibilities of chairing ASEAN in 2029.
He said that, as ASEAN’s newest member, Timor-Leste must continue 
strengthening its infrastructure and institutional capacity to support 
deeper regional integration and engagement.
ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn said the construction of the 
International Convention Centre reflected Timor-Leste’s commitment 
to national development and regional integration.
He said the centre would provide a platform for dialogue, partnership 
and regional cooperation, while strengthening Timor-Leste’s 
engagement with ASEAN and the wider international community.
He added that the facility would improve Timor-Leste’s capacity to host 
regional and international meetings, while also creating opportunities 
for investment, tourism and economic development.
Deputy Prime Minister Francisco Kalbuadi Lay described the launch of 
the project as a historic moment, coinciding with the 24th Anniversary 
of Timor-Leste’s Restoration of Independence.

 

Let our Pacific 
Graduate 
Program take 
you where you 
need to be
Find out how

anz.com/pacific-grads

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group Limited, 
Representação Permanente 
(Timor-Leste Branch).

He said the idea for the convention centre was first proposed nearly 
two years ago by Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão and members of 
the government, before moving into the construction phase.
“We started from the initial concept and design, and today we are 
finally able to launch the groundbreaking of this project,” he said.
The International Convention Centre is designed to host international 
conferences, high-level ASEAN meetings and regional forums, 
supported by modern facilities and infrastructure.
Construction will be carried out by Shaanxi Construction Engineering 
Group Corporation over a two-year period from 2026 to 2028.

Concept design for the proposed International Convention Centre in Dili.
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2/F Building A Palm Business and Trade Center, 
Surik Mas Fatumeta, Bairo Pite, Dom Aleixo, 
Dili, Timor-Leste 
Telp: +670 331 0261 / 7725 4363 / 7716 7116 
E-mail: operations.crossland@psedili.com 

 
 
 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Vessel Agency Container Yard 
Custom Clearance Trucking service 
Door to Door Service Household removals 

Connecting people and possibilities. 

For inquiry pls call or visit our office at: 
Palm Business and Trade Center 
Block E01-02 
Surik Mas, Fatumeta, Bairo Pite, Dom Alexio 
Tel# 3310482/ 7836 6823 / 7836 6824 / 7784 9912 
Email: operations.fedexdili@psedili.com 

 

WWEE’’VVEE  GGOOTT  YYOOUU  CCOOVVEERREEDD!!

Dili Square, Suites 3,4 & 5 
Pateo Compound, Colmera, 

Dili-TIMOR LESTE
Phone:   670) 331 0098

Mobile/WhatsApp:  (670) 7818 6639   
Email:  info@asuransifit.com.   

www.fedpacinsurance.com/timor-leste 

Material Damage

Business Interruption

Contractor All Risk

Oil & Gas Industry (+ Fronting)

Motor Vehicles

Liabilities

Personal Accident

Marine Cargo

Travel Insurance
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VESSEL VOYAGE NO.
DILI 

(TLDIL) 
DARWIN
(AUDRW)

SINGAPORE 
(SGSIN)

SURABAYA 
(IDSUB)

CONTSHIP YEN 1326N 02/06/26 05/06/26 16/06/26 20/06/26

THE WHALE SHARK 1426N 13/06/26 16/06/26 27/06/26 30/06/26

CONTSHIP YEN 1526N 23/06/26 26/06/26 06/07/26 10/07/26

ANL Connects Dili 
to the World 
Our PAX Service offers shipments to and from Dili every 10 days and includes sevices for containerised, 
break-bulk and project cargo. As part of the CMA CGM group, customers have access to reliable connec-
tion via Singapore to a network of 400 ports as well as logistics. 

linkedin.com/company/ANLhttps://www.anl.com.au/Find Us:

Contact Us Today 
For sales enquiries, contact: sales@anltl.tl 

 

Timor: (+670) 331 0162

Australia (Darwin): (+61) (08) 8944 7600 

Singapore: (+65) 6589 3294

RESPONSIVE
LOGISTICS
FOR YOU

• Freight Forwarding
• Shipping Agency
• Project Logistics
• Customs Brokerage
• Ground Handling

cevalogistics.com

• O&G Support 
Service

• Trucking 

+670 3322818        +670 77178312
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150 41 400 3200
YEARS

+ +

Your trusted shipping partner in East Timor

Experience seamless global connectivity with Swire Shipping's reliable and 
e�cient service, linking Timor-Leste to the world every 10 days . Enjoy direct 

access to South East Asia and beyond, with our network's extensive reach.

Our versatile �eet provides specialist solutions for a wide range of cargo 
types, including containerised, project, heavy lift, breakbulk, and mini-bulk 

cargoes.

With integrated logistics support, you'll have a comprehensive one-stop 
solution for all your supply chain needs, encompassing customs brokerage, 

warehousing, and inland services. 

2

1

Singapore

Dili

3

4

Darwin

Surabaya

EAST TIMOR SER VICE

Swire Shipping Dili ContactAgency Contact

julio.dossantos@cevalogistics.com 

(+670) 7792 6220

tl.sales@swireshipping.com

(+670) 7831 2222
www.swireshipping.com

FIXED DAY ARRIVALS 

PORT SINGAPORE SURABAYA DILI DARWIN

TRANSIT DAYS - 4 8 11

The memory of Rocket, who left us on 10th May 2026 in Darwin, would 
bring a smile to the dial of old Dili Expats' hands;  arriving in Dili in the early 
2000s and making his mark by mere force of personality, and also his skill 
as an all-round tradesman.

The first thing you’d note in those early days was he was an impressive,  
good-looking fella, tall, well-built. He wasn’t shy, said his piece, opinionated,  
coming from a different angle, laughed fully while kicking his head back. He 
always presented himself as someone who would not back down to anyone. 

I got to know him more back in Darwin in recent years when he was battling 
throat cancer, but still kicking along. I reckoned he was selling himself short 
because he was a lot smarter than he came across, which was tending to 
a rough nut persona, and provincial, which, from northern Tassie, he was. 
A couple more years of formal education might have brought him up to 
feeling he could do anything.

Every expat and Timorese would remember at least one big barney they 
had with Rocket; however, I guarantee the aftertaste is a smile and feeling 
of affection. His sense of the ridiculous ensured that he was popular with 
the Timorese men he worked with. He was a skilled tradesman, a jack-of-
all-trades, and picked up work easily in Dili in the early days.

I still don't know how he died, but only a couple of days before, he was 
excited about attending my birthday in Bali next week. I had been pushing 
him to do a trip up to Thailand and Vietnam for the past year, anything to 
get him out of his room, to crack the cabin fever he was succumbing to.  I 
think he had lost all confidence in ever getting on another flight or mixing 
socially, where he went abroad.

What made him more complex was his real love of animals. a juxtaposition 
to his tough-nut persona. When discussing any trip away, he would always 
raise the issue of his two pet rabbits and who would look after them. A  
mutual friend, Martin Breen, said Rocket was upset a couple of weeks back 
because one of the rabbits had died.

Rocket became close with my mum Helen, who could smell a rat a mile 
away, a fake, and with all the rough talk, she might have recoiled from 
Rocket, but he could say all he wanted, how he wanted, and she’d go along 
with it, giving a bit back in return.

Rocket was suffering in the last year or two, and I think the last six months 
in particular were pretty hard for him, so he's resting, now he's resting … A 
soul that was in the right place was Rocket. Rodney Dunford. Rest in peace.

A bit about Rocket … Rodney Dunford

A few words from friends:

Martin Breen: “A rough diamond who could do any job, big or small. Actually trained 
as a pastry chef, he was a handyman who could fix almost anything at any time. 
His Timorese sidekick stuck with him until cancer forced him back to Australia. If 
you spoke Tetun, you would swear they hated each other, but in fact they worked 
together for 10 years.”

Nigel: “He was a big animal lover, 2 rabbits and a 3-legged dog. Kind-hearted,  
giving and loyal. Liked getting his hands dirty fixing cars & boats. He used to fix 
up push bikes for kids in the area. Seeing other people happy made him happy.”

Debbie and Duncan: “Our daughter Connie lost her phone and tracked it to the 
big dodgy block of flats at The Narrows. She was sensibly reluctant to investigate 
further. Luckily, Rocket was staying there. He knew who and how to ask. He 
knocked on a couple of doors, and the phone was returned in minutes. Always 
willing to lend a hand.”

His brother John: “Cheers to the best oldest brother I ever had RIP Brother Rocket.”

Carmel Bates: “Immediate post-referendum years brought many excellent 
tradesmen from Australia. One of these was Rodney Dunford,  affectionately known 
as Rocket. Rocket was a rogue and a gentleman.”

Michael McGovern: “Multi-talented, could fix anything, no patience, tough as nails....”

by Tony Haritos
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5  June : Luku Hamoos Dili - Timorese Divers Special
Clean-Up Dive

th

6  & 7  June : Fun Dives with Underwater Clean-Upsth th

27  June : Underwater Dress-Up Dive & Divers Socialth

Ocean MonthOcean Month

in Timor-Leste!in Timor-Leste!

Ocean Month
in Timor-Leste!

World Ocean Day, internationally observed on June 8th, is a
United Nations-recognized day dedicated to raising awareness
on the ocean’s vital role in our lives, mobilizing unified global
action for marine conservation, biodiversity preservation, and
sustainable solutions. As a coastal nation deeply connected to
the sea, Timor-Leste embraces its opportunity to collectively
showcase the nation’s commitment to ocean stewardship. In
October 2025, the Council of Ministers of Timor-Leste approved
Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão’s proposal to establish National
Sea Day, celebrated annually on June 5 . We invite you all to
join Timor-Leste in celebrating World Ocean Day and National
Sea Day for this entire month of June! 

th

Here are some highlights of participating groups, outlets,
programs, and activities happening throughout the month to
commemorate our beloved ocean!

Dive Against Debris, Beach Clean-Up and BBQ Special
(Behau)

Divers Night - Discussing Ocean Conservation in Timor-
Leste

World Ocean Month Amateur Photography Competition

Scan For InfoScan For Info

Every Friday & Saturday 7pm:
Beachside Cinema - Free
seaside movie screenings, with
special pre-movie showcase of
Timor-Leste ocean short films Scan For

Info

14  June: Volunteer Beach
Clean Up

th

20  & 21  June: JL World
Bazaar - Special Ocean Talks,
Merchandise Pop-Up Stall &
Kids Activities

th st

Scan For
Info

Throughout June: Free
Ocean Literacy Workshops
for Students (various schools)

23  June: Ocean Happy
Hour & Quiz Night @ Hotel
Esplanada

rd

Scan For
Info

WWW.TIMORLESTEOCEAN.COM

Turtle Rescue,
Conservation &
Education Center with
public hatchling
release sessions

Scan For
Info

Underwater Cinema
Weekly Snorkeling,
Freediving & Beach
Clean-Ups

Scan For
Info
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This space 
is 

AVAILABLE 
Advertising Inquiry

please contact:

Phone or WhatsApp:
+670 7726 7160 

or 
Email: advertising@guideposttimor.com

Daily, Weekly and Monthly Rates
Daily Cleaning Services and maintenance
Laundry
Air Conditioned
Broadband Internet Connection
Top Rank TV Channels
Security  
Fully Furnished with Quality Inclusions
Convenient and safe Location

Residential 
Apartments

From $500 per Month ( All - inclusive)

Audian - Brand New 2 bedroom apartments  
- Fully Secured Gated Estate.
Metiaut - Near the Beach, One Bedroom 
Apartments, Furnished. Fully Secured Gated Estate.

Email: timorhomes@gmail.com

Hotel Service at a Fraction of the price.................

WhatsApp: (+670) 7311 7202 or call: (+670) 7787 5804

Me:
Write a brief, humorous but respectful piece about 
everyday life in Timor-Leste.

ChatGPT:

When Someone Says ‘Come, Sit’

In Timor-Leste, “Come, sit” is not a casual 
suggestion. It is a turning point.

You may have been walking somewhere with 
purpose. You may have had a plan, a destination, 
even a sense of urgency. But the moment those 
words are spoken — often with a hand gesture 
toward a plastic chair — everything changes.

You are no longer passing through. You are now 
staying.

The chair appears quickly, sometimes from 
nowhere. It is placed carefully, often in the shade, 
positioned just right. Refusing is technically possible, 
but rarely practical.

And so you sit.

Conversation begins — where are you going, where 
have you come from, have you eaten? These are 
not quick questions. They are invitations to slow 
down.

Time shifts. Someone may return with coffee or 
water. A neighbour joins. A child watches quietly. 
The moment grows without effort.

At some point, you remember you were on your way 
somewhere. You consider standing. This is noticed.

“Wait.”

So you stay a little longer.

Eventually, you leave — slowly, with proper 
goodbyes. You return to your path, slightly delayed 
but somehow better off.

Because in Timor-Leste, “Come, sit” is not about 
stopping you.

It’s about including you.

Guide Post
(part of the Ce'mill Group) 

To advertise in our magazine or on our websites
call, send a WhatsApp to (+670) 7726 7160 
or email advertising@guideposttimor.com

Deadline for Advertising Changes for the next Edition: 20th June 2026.
Visit our office: Guide Post Unipessoal, LDA.  
Ce'Mill Printing & Advertisement Building

Rua de Soko Bo'ot, Delta 1, Comoro, Díli, Timor-Leste
Facebook: Guide Post Magazine

 You can read the latest edition of our magazine online 
or download a PDF copy at https://www.guideposttimor.com/

Check out our Timor-Leste Accommodation & Business Register website at: 
https://www.easttimor-timorleste.com/ 

Website advertising enquiries: websites@easttimor-timorleste.com

•	 4th of June – Corpus Christi  
(variable date public holiday)

•	 30th of August – Popular Consultation Day 
(fixed date public holiday)

FROM THE EDITOR  
Welcome to the June 2026 edition of Guide Post

This month’s edition brings together another diverse mix of stories, community 
updates, and reflections from across Timor-Leste.

We begin with coverage of the groundbreaking ceremony for the proposed new 
International Conference Centre (ICC) in the old port area of Dili during the 
recent celebrations marking the 24th Anniversary of Timor-Leste’s Restoration of 
Independence. What do you think of the proposed building design?

With World Ocean Day taking place on 8 June, ocean awareness and conservation 
are also strong themes this month. Contributor Fizzy has done a fantastic job 
compiling an “Ocean Month in Timor-Leste” event calendar, bringing together many 
of the activities and events taking place throughout June.

We were saddened to hear of the recent passing of John Miller, co-founder of 
the East Timor Action Network (ETAN), who campaigned tirelessly for the self-
determination of Timor-Leste. We also remember “Rocket”, a well-known expat 
character from earlier days in Timor-Leste, with friends sharing memories and 
reflections on his life.

Continuing their regular contributions, Konnekto explores the challenges of “brain 
drain” in Timor-Leste and some of the ways its effects may be reduced. Meanwhile, 
regular contributor Ken returns with another light-hearted story, this time sharing 
his Timorese ATM troubles.

For movie lovers, it is great to see the return of the Beachside Cinema season at 
Beachside Hotel — check page 25 for the full June screening programme.

As always, this issue includes engaging features, practical advice, and puzzles to 
keep you thinking. Whether you are a long-time resident or new to Timor-Leste, we 
hope you will find something here to inform, inspire, or simply enjoy.

A sincere thank you to our advertisers. Your support helps keep Guide Post free 
and widely available. If you visit any of these local businesses, please let them 
know you saw their advert in this magazine — it truly makes a difference.

If you would like to receive a reminder when the next edition is released, send an 
email with the subject line SUBSCRIBE to magazine@guideposttimor.com, and 
we will add you to our growing mailing list.

Until next month,  
 
Dan Conroy, Guide Post - General Manager

Fun with AI

Guide Post Magazine

Upcoming TL National Holidays
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Robin Taudevin with one of his pictures. | Robin Taudevin

The sister of a Scottish photographer who was killed free 
diving aged 29 has launched an exhibition of his work to 
mark the 20th anniversary of his death.

Robin Taudevin died in 2006 while free diving alone 
off the coast of Cristo Rei in Timor-Leste during a civil 
conflict.

His work, documenting human rights and international 
aid issues, which spanned from covering the first Home 
Office dawn raids in Glasgow in 2005 to the struggle 
for independence in Timor-Leste, is being shown in the 
Glasgow University Memorial Chapel.

Scottish photographer who died in  
Timor-Leste age 29 remembered in exhibition

By Jane Bradley, Arts and culture correspondent for The Scotsman

Julia Taudevin, a theatre maker and co-artistic director 
of Glasgow-based theatre company Disaster Plan, 
has curated the exhibition of his photography, entitled 
Momentary and Fleeting, to document what has changed 
in the 20 years since Mr Taudevin’s death.

A graduate of the University of Glasgow, Mr Taudevin 
worked in international humanitarian aid, documenting 
conflict and the people and natural world affected by it.

Ms Taudevin said her brother had aimed to expose 
injustice, understand complexity and inspire compassion.

The siblings grew up in Indonesia where their Lewis-born 
mother worked as an English teacher. Their father was 
an Australian diplomat who worked around the region, 
including in Timor-Leste.

She said: “We came home to my mother's family in Lewis 
every summer, so a lot of people describe it as quite an 
idyllic childhood, because we had Hebridean summers 
and the rest of the time we were in Indonesia.

The head of a palm tree floats across the reef off the coast of Timor-
Leste, February 2006 | Robin Taudevin

“But actually, we were witness to a lot of conflict and 
displacement and violence and that white expatriate 
privilege was heavy on my brother's conscience.”

Mr Taudevin returned to Scotland to study at the 
University of Glasgow.

Ms Taudevin said: “When my brother went to Glasgow 
uni, he joined two clubs: what was then the East Timor 
Solidarity movement and the skydiving club. Those 
two defined his quite young life, because he went on to 
work in humanitarian aid and moved around the world 
for different NGOs, but kept going back to Timor-Leste 
and had a real passion for the place and an affinity with 
the people.

“Then there was the other side of him, the extreme sports 
person within him, who moved from skydiving to base 
jumping to free-diving, which is how he died.”

He returned to Glasgow in 2005, shortly after the city 
had signed up to the Dispersal Act, which committed it 
to taking in 2,000 asylum seekers a year. Keen to make 
the transition from film to digital camera, he decided to 
stay to work on home soil using his new equipment and 
came across the first Home Office raids.

In 2006, Mr Taudevin had been covering the conflict in 
Timor-Leste when a 12-day ceasefire was called. Fighting 
had broken out a year after United Nations peacekeepers 
left the country, initially breaking out due to a dispute 
within the armed forces and eventually leading to a coup.

“He was out in the hills with the rebel soldiers and coming 
back and documenting the riots, living the full blown life 
of a conflict photographer,” Ms Taudevin said. “I really 
believe that he felt that this was the next step, like it was 
his calling.”

An extreme athlete since his teens, Mr Taudevin began 
free-diving in his late 20s, opening the door to underwater 
photography.

During the ceasefire, he went to the beach and went free 
diving alone, where he died. His funeral was attended 
by people from both sides of the conflict.

“He was very courageous, he had a lot of drive and a lot 
of purpose,” said Ms Taudevin. “One of the big things he 
wanted was to inspire compassion, so that people will 
inform themselves. Hopefully the exhibition will do that.”

The exhibition is runs until the 2nd of June.

Guide Post Delivery 
Locations

Every month Guide Post 
Magazine is delivered to over 

140 locations across Dili, 
including:

You can also download a 
digital (PDF) version of our 

latest magazine at 
www.guideposttimor.com

Do you want our magazine 
delivered to your office, cafe or 

restaurant? Contact us at
 advertising@guideposttimor.com

Ala-ala Café 
Alola Foundation

ANZ Bank
Arbiru Beach Resort

Asia Development Bank
Asia Foundation

Australian Defense (DCP)
Australian Embassy

Australian Volunteers
Bay View Hills

Beachside Hotel
BNU

Burger King Colmera
Cafe Letefoho 
California Cafe
Castaway Bar

Caz Bar
Centro de Informação Turística

City 8
Compass Diving

CRA Timor
Dili International School

El Legendario
ETDA

EU Commission
Fatima Cafe

Federal Insurance
Gloria Jeans Timor Plaza

GMNTV
Golgota Hotel
Ha Ha Kafe
Heineken

Hotel California
Hotel The Ramelau

Hotel Timor
Inovar4

ISAT
Jack's of Timor-Leste

JICA 
JL World
KOICA

Konnekto
Kura Hao Pharmacy
Lucky Cake House

Mag & Co Fashion & Beauty
Malaysian Embassy
Malinamoc Paradise

Mandiri Bank
Meratus
Minco

Naris Restaurant
Nova Costa

Novo Turismo Hotel
Oceanview Bar & Restaurant

OLE Bar & Tapas
Padaria Brasao

Palm Springs Hotel
Pau de Canela

Páteo Supermarket
Pelican Grammar School

Plaza Hotel
Post Office (Dili Main Branch)

QSI School
Rolls & Bowls (Vinod Patel)

Rentlo Car Hire
RMS Engineering & Construction

Sancar Residence
Shah Gardens

Spooners Bar & Grill
Talho Moris

Tatoli
Telemor 

Telkomcel
Terra Santa Residences

The SPA
Times Square Hotel

Timor Gap
Timor Lodge Hotel

Timor Plaza & Timor Plaza Hotel
Timor Resort

Timor Telecom
Uma Knua
UN House

Venture Hotel
VSL Oilchem (Timor)

Wabisabi
Western Union

World Bank Office
Xanana Reading Room

Z & Z International School

Source: https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/scottish-photographer-who-died-age-29-after-capturing-first-glasgow-home-office-raids-
remembered-in-exhibition-8550778

Mr Taudevan's picture UN Compound Refugees, taken in 2006.
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Source: https://en.tatoli.tl/2026/05/11/timor-leste-to-launch-national-qr-payment-system-tuqr/15/

DILI, (TATOLI) — The Central Bank of Timor-Leste (BCTL) plans to 
launch a national digital payment system, Timor Unique QR (TUQR), 
in August 2026 as part of broader efforts to modernise the country’s 
payment infrastructure, expand cashless transactions, and reduce 
the circulation of counterfeit cash.

BCTL Governor Helder Lopes said the initiative aims to encourage 
a shift in public behaviour towards digital transactions, with mobile 
phone payments expected to become increasingly common in 
everyday life.

“In the future, people will pay using their phones or digital systems. 
As cash becomes less common, opportunities for counterfeiting will 
also decline because transactions will be fully electronic,” Helder 
said during TATOLI’s “Bainaka Kredivel” programme at the Faculty 
of Social and Political Science of the Universidade Nacional Timor 
Lorosa'e (UNTL) in Kaikoli.

Helder said BCTL is currently discussing regulations with relevant 
ministries, including the Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs 
(MKAE) and the Ministry of Finance (MF), to ensure smooth 
nationwide implementation.

The regulations will require businesses to provide customers with 
payment options, allowing both cash and digital transactions. 

BCTL said TUQR will be introduced in phases, due to low digital 
literacy and limited internet access in rural and mountainous 
regions. “Digital payments require internet and telecommunications 
infrastructure. In some mountainous areas, internet access is still 
limited, and people are also not yet accustomed to using phones for 
digital transactions,” Helder said.

Priority sectors for early implementation include tourism, where 
cashless payments are already commonly used by foreigners. “Hotels 
and restaurants need to provide digital payment options because 
many tourists arrive without carrying cash,” he added.

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
IN

TIMOR-LESTE

PLADIS (UK) LIMITED, a United Kingdom company, of 
Building 3, Chiswick Park, 566 Chiswick High Road, 
Chiswick, London, England, W4 5YA, United Kingdom, 
does hereby provide notice that it claims 
proprietorship of the trade mark

in relation to:

Bread, biscuits, chocolate covered biscuits, 
cakes, pastries and shortbread; chocolate, 
chocolates and confectionery; preparations 
made from potato/corn flour and from 
cereals; snack foods.

Applicant cautions that any use of the trade mark or 
any confusingly similar trade mark in relation to any of 
these goods or similar goods, would be seen as 
infringement of their rights and that they will take 
such action deemed necessary to protect those rights.

PLADIS (UK) LIMITED can be contacted care of 
their address for service:

AJ Park, Level 22, Aon Centre, 1 Willis Street, 
Wellington 6011, New Zealand

mail@ajpark.com

McVITIE'S

Timor-Leste to launch 
national QR payment 

system “TUQR”

In Memoriam: John Miller, 
co-founder of the ETAN

Source: https://tapol.org/news/memoriam-john-miller-co-founder-etan

John Miller, co-founder of the East Timor Action Network (ETAN) 
which campaigned tirelessly for the self-determination of Timor-Leste, 
has passed away on 30th April 2026.

A dedicated peace activist from his high school years, John was active 
in the War Resisters League and War Resisters International during 
the 1970s and 1980s. After the revelation of the 1991 Santa Cruz 
Massacre in East Timor, John established ETAN with other activists. 
He worked tirelessly, often behind scenes, to bring the cause of Timor-
Leste to a US and international audience. ETAN expanded rapidly 
between its founding, to the mid-1990s, with more than 10,000 active 
supporters, including many local chapters on college campuses.

John’s work with his ETAN friends and colleagues contributed to 
bringing the Santa Cruz Massacre and Indonesia’s authoritarian rule 
under Soeharto to a much wider US audience. The response from 
the public was shock and revulsion at the abuses committed by the 
Indonesian military and abetted by the United States Government. 
This sentiment was key in eventually turning the tide on Timor-
Leste – and making the US Government’s position as a supporter of 
Indonesia’s dictatorship increasingly untenable.

ETAN was headquartered in John’s house in Brooklyn, New York City, 
and hosted many activist visitors over the years. ETAN and TAPOL 
often worked together to publicise abuses committed by Soeharto’s 
dictatorship. Even after Timor-Leste’s independence, John continued 
to push for justice, accompanying visitors from Timor-Leste such 
as survivors of the 1999 Liquiça massacre, to UN Headquarters in 
New York or to meet representatives in Congress. In recent years, 
he established the Foreign Bases Project, which sought to challenge 
the impact of the mushrooming US and other military bases around 
the world.

In 2005, ETAN changed its name to the East Timor and Indonesia 
Action Network to reflect the broader focus of its work following 
Independence. In 2009, John was recognised for his contributions with 
the award of the John Rumbiak Prize for human rights defence. On 
behalf of ETAN, John received the Order of Timor, the highest order 
it bestows, on the 10th anniversary of Timor-Leste’s independence 
in 2012.

We at TAPOL send our deepest condolences to his family and friends 
and mourn the passing of a committed peace activist dedicated to 
challenging the abuses of Soeharto’s government and the hypocrisy 
of the regime’s Western allies.

TAPOL campaigns for human rights, peace and democracy in 
Indonesia. We raise awareness of human rights issues, including in 
the contested territory of West Papua. Tapol works closely with local 
organisations to advocate for truth and justice and encourage the 
international community to take action.

By TAPOL
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QUICK CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
Solution on page 18

THE TIMES SUDOKU
Solution on page 18

QUICK CROSSWORD
Solution on page 18

‘THE TIMES’ QUIZ
Solution on page 18

Down: 
1.   Army officer, the elder of two brothers (5) 
2.   CV coed finally began again (7) 
3.   Depend on oxygen helping recovery (11) 
4.   Cross, briefly hugging one's sibling (6) 
6.   Poet starts to explain lines in old triolet (5) 
7.   Just beginning climb after noon (7) 
9.   What's been inherited from Adam that's in eccentric's home? (8,3) 
12. Huge insect mother's on top of (7) 
14. Pal packing revolutionary weapon (7) 
15. Flag of British queen and king (6) 
17. Put off, cleaner jilting gent (5) 
19. Coach tour rearranged following onset of thunderstorm (5)

Across: 
1.   Army, at sea, mutinied in Tudor vessel (4,4) 
5.   Humble fellow about last in queue (4) 
8.   Collection of tales arranged very carefully by one in retail 

outlets (4,2,7) 
10. Ladies' man finding note in changing room (5) 
11. Long letter from English Saint in stack (7) 
12. A doctor tucked into mother's curry (6) 
13. Silly mistake dropping a musical (6) 
16. Admire, abroad, a dessert wine (7) 
18. A Caledonian racecourse (5) 
20. Exposed, standing exhausted (3,2,4,4) 
21. Drove in together, daily (4) 
22. Splendour of Greek urn almost broken by clumsy dean (8)

Structures
1.	 Featuring buildings at Naiku and Geku and the Uji Bridge, which complex is Japan's most sacred 

Shinto shrine? 

2.	 Which cantilever railway bridge was opened by the future Edward VII on March 4, 1890? 

3.	 Arecibo Observatory, site of the world's largest single-unit radio telescope, is found where? 

4.	 The Hotel Attraction (1908) is an unbuilt design by which Catalan architect? 

5.	 Which chateau, c. 25 miles north of Paris, houses the Musée Condé? 

6.	 The Delta Works, the world's largest flood protection project, is in which country? 

7.	 In the city of York, the Lendal Bridge, Millennium Bridge and Skeldergate Bridge span which river? 

8.	 The Hotel Negresco first opened in 1913 in which French resort city? 

9.	 60 Andrassy Street was which country's much-feared secret police HQ? 

10.	 Graham Sutherland's tapestry Christ in Glory is in which English cathedral? 

11.	 Designed by I.M. Pei, which Hall of Fame sits on the shore of Lake Erie? 

12.	 Which Birmingham Town Hall architect invented a two-wheeled cab in 1834? 

13.	 Eel Marsh House is a haunted abode in which spine-chilling Susan Hill novel? 

14.	 Princess Anne's home Gatcombe Park is in which county? 

15.	 Which New York nightclub opened in 1977 at 254 West 54th Street? 

16.	 Built in 1924, Los Angeles's Ennis House was designed by which 
architect?

17.	 Opened in 2002, City Hall, London, was designed by which British 
architect? 

18.	 Which Spanish architect designed the tallest building in the Nordic 
countries, the Turning Torso in Malmö? 

19.	 Carved into granite cliffs on the south Cornish coast, which open-air 
theatre was created by Rowena Cade? 

20.	 Which twin tower skyscraper complex in Mississauga, Canada, is pictured?

Across:
1.   Abandon (eg, on an island) (6) 
4.   Earl —, tea (4) 
9.   Unfasten (5) 
10. Kitchen tool (7) 
11. Participant in competition (7) 
12. Christmas entertainment (5) 
13. Dairy product (5,6) 
17. At the correct moment (2,3) 
19. Wagner's birthplace (7) 
22. Upstart (7) 
23. Urge; approach to house (5) 
24. Prickly garden plant (4) 
25. Edible fish (6)

Down:
1.   Pale purple (5) 
2.   Something that turns (7) 
3.   Last Greek letter (5) 
5.   Out of bed (5) 
6.   (Of paper) age (6) 
7.   With many hues (11) 
8.   Place of worship (6) 
14. Grade of exam (1-5) 
15. Discrimination on stature (7) 
16. Policeman; metal (6) 
18. Body of men (5) 
20. Indian god (5) 
21. Grassy area (5)

Crossword Notes:
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Free Business & Trade Register
Dili’s biggest 
goods and services register 
go online to 
www.easttimor-timorleste.com

Dili’s biggest 
goods and services register 

go online to 
www.easttimor-timorleste.com

Konnekto                             7727 3462     32S

Concept Construction          7830 3961    29Q
East Timor Roofing             7761 2005
EDS                                     7723 0880     26P     

AH Public Accountants     7592 0999      34T
CC Business Solutions         331 0963      30S
Haksolok Consult              7732 8580       
JJJ Associates              7372 9717
LEAO Accountant Service 7731 8658      2K       
Primos Bo’ot  7831 8131      39S

Accountants & 
Audit Services

Auto Services
Products

Bridgestone                       7706 8725      21G 
City Auto Lda   7571  1111 35S
VSL Oilchem (Timor) Lda   331 2345

Timor Plaza Hotel & Apart.    331 3288      30S
Venture Hotel                    7338 2476      20L

Banks - Finance GAS
VIP Gas           7315 0000

Clinics - Pharmacy

Florists & Flower Shop

MAP
REF

MAP
REF

MAP
REF

MAP
REFAirlines (Areas-Aviaun) 

Aero Dili   7888 8444
GSA Timor Airways             7724 1156

Accommodation

ANZ Bank     330 6157  30S
BNCTL     213 0015
BNU Bank     330 0000  10H
BRI Bank     331 1372  8H
MoneyGram   7761 1000  3E
Mandiri Bank     331 7777  10H
Western Union Dili   332 1586  6G
Western Union Baucau        7724 0897
Western Union Maliana        7726 1378

333 Clinica   7733 3804  35T
Flodova Clinic 1 7737 3727
Flodova Clinic 2 Timor Plaza 7777 2778

Employment Agency

Engineering
Construction

Esset                                  7732 8814     27S            
H2O Pump & Power  7726 4616  26N
Performance Construction   7725 2525     30S
RMS                                    7723 0540     27N

Ce’Mill Flores  7389 3811  
Hermosa Flowers  7311 2700  31U

Holiqun Unip. LDA (GREE AC) 7713 9266  30S
ESSET     331 7019  27R
JB Electrical                        7726 4000

EDS                                    7723 0880      26P
City Auto Lda   7470 0000  35S

Importers - Vehicles

Bay View Hills Residence  7728 6630
Beachside Hotel                7750 2184      56Y
City 8                                 7391 8899      29O
Hotel Timor                           332 4502      7H
JL World Hotel  7378 7195
Lauhata Beach Escape      7740 1111
Oceanview Beach Hotel  7723 6041 29W
Plaza Hotel                        7723 2438      17J
Pousada Casa Do Sandalo       7857 2595      18I
Terra Santa Residence     7320 2020      24S
Timor Homes    7311 7202
Timor Lodge                          332 4227     26S

ASEAN Resto (JL World)     7389 8803      56Z
Beachside                    7750 2184      56Y
Castaway Bar                     7733 9000      35T
Caz Bar                               7723 3961     56Y
Continental Resto (JL World) 7389 8803     56Y
Dili Club                               7723 3149
Early Sun Cafe                    7732 4514      47T
EL Legendario                        331 0005      43T
Golden Star Restaurant       7723 3838     19F
Hotel Timor                             332 4502      7H
La-Clu-Bar Lounge & Cafe 7806 1999
Lauhata Beach Escape        7740 1111  
Naris Restaurant                 7847 6019      34T
Spooners                             7732 4752      31V
Timor Thai Restaurant    7733 2399
Venture Restaurant  7338 2476   20L
Wabisabi   7362 7788 30S

Bar-Cafe-Restaurant

Delicious Bakery 7723 3415 30S
Lucky Cake House                332 2536      12E

Bakery Shop (Paderia)

MAP
REF

Tjing Fa Ho   7838 5034
Trakindo Leste / CAT Dealer  331 2308

Motor Mechanics
A1 Services                      7723 0607      42O
Auto Vision                       7725 0018      32R
City Auto Lda   7570 0000      35S
Compass Marine & Mechanical 7723 0967 26N
Rentlo Service Centre 7742 7729      26S

Pest Control (Kontrola Peste) 

Printing-Publication
(Impresaun Publikasaun)

Ce’Mill Printing  7865 6589
Guide Post Magazine       7726 7160
Instant Shop                     7729 2200
Silk Printing  7725 0080

Professional Pest Control  331 3003  35S
San Car Pest Control  331 0606  25Q

Nursing (Enfermagem)

Timor Private Nursing Service   7854 3129

Salon / Hair

Skincare / Beauty / 
Cosmetics

Harmony Spa & Salon 7737 2868
Hair Spa                            7730 5045      17J

Rental 
(Car, 4x4, Boat)

Compass Boat Charter    7723 0964 
EDS Car Rentals             7723 0880      26P
E-Silva Car Rentals               332 5055      29S

Removals (Muda Sasan)
JVK                                   7723 5784      29R    
D&N Movers                     7747 0203      28T  

Shipping Import Export

Crossland Shipping    331 0261

Security (Seguransa)

Vehicle Sales

GARDAMOR Security        7725 0880     33S
Maubere Security               7723 2908     30S
Sentinel Group                   7856 2836     33Q

ANL Timor                             331 0162      27Q
ASL Logistik  7476 1919

Azad Autos   7592 0999
Autozone Unipessoal Lda  7588 8999  33S
Best Company Lda    331 3338  31U
City Auto Lda   7670 0000  35S
EDS   7723 0880  26P
Tokyo Vehicle Lda. 7751 3555  33R
United Auto Lda                   7726 7551

Translation - Tutoring
Oasis Translations  7853 8353  35T
SDC Translation  7736 9693
SIMTRAS Translation Unit 7833 8882
Tetun-English-Tetun  7729 7567

Dili Vet Clinic                       7723 3792

Vet Clinics (Klinika Animal)

DHL Express      7377 7333
D&N Movers                     7747 0203      28T
JVK International Movers  7723 5784      29Q
Mariana Express Lines    331 0241
Meratus Line                     7733 8547

Bridgestone                   7706 8725
City Auto Lda (Hankook)  7571 1111  35S

MAXXIS                 7724 6804

Want your 
customers to 
find your
business 

easily?

Email:
advertising@

guideposttimor.com

Single line 
entry FREE

Logo inserts 
from just $10 
per month.

Register it 
here

 FREE 
with a Map 
Reference.

Optic
Flodova Farma Optic  7737 3727

FREE SKIN ANALYZER TEST

Abeeha-Aziz Fashion  7592 0999
HauTimor Fashion Brand 7888 8777
Mag&Co Fashion  7828 2828 

Boutique / Fashion

Mag&Co Beauty 7828 2828

TBS LDA.                         7701 1777

Timor-Leste’s Authorised 
Daikin Distributor

Air-conditioning Systems 

TBS LDADAIKIN

Rua de Hudi Laran, Bedik Hun, Bairro Pite,
 Dili, Timor-Leste 

Arbiru Beach Resort          7751 3024      29W
Ataúro Dive Resort            7738 6166
Balibo Fort Hotel 7777 4845

Tyres for Sale

Think Forward Consulting  7770 7780
Vicenteamaro Consulting 7701 5921 

Law Firms (Firma Lei)

ABREU e CC Advog.        7844 2999      30S
Correia Barradas Advog.  7781 7535      2F
CRA Timor                          7818 8627      40S
Wong Alliance                   7724 8006      30S
JLA, Advog. e Consultores  7772 0101  

Electrical & A/C
ClimaSimões                        7824 0690

Tel: +670 7824 0690     
climasimoes@gmail.com

DAIKIN AC EXPERT

- AIR CONDITIONING
- REFRIGERATION

- ELECTRICITY
- SOLAR SYSTEMS

- GENERAL MAINTENANCE

NTECH              331 1127      40O    
Quantech    331 1280     33Q
Zeon International  7729 7888

Computers & 
Electronics

Education (Edukasaun)
Ba Futuru Pre School  7724 6022  25S
Dili International School  7733 9090  30T
ISAT Training                       7343 0000 
JSU                       7830 2225
Pelican Grammar School 7564 1138  
QSI International School   332 2389 35S
SIS Dili  7681 6812 

FMCC 24 Hours Pharmacy  7585 7585
Kura Hao     331 0801  1H
National Eye Centre           331 0415

Clinics - Pharmacy

Marine Services
Compass Marine & Mechanical  7723 0967 26N

Instruments & Music
Tarkastamo LdM                   7349 3655

Insurance (Seguru) 

Federal Insurance Timor     331 0098       9G
Sinar Mas                            331 0899      17J

Tour & Travel
Island Explorer Holidays 7707 3199

HOTEL & RESIDENCE 
TIMOR LODGE

Every Friday at 7pm - 11pm is 
Happy Hour & Open Karaoke
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EXPRESS DISTRIBUTION SERVICE
“Serving East Timor Since 1999”

email: edssales7@gmail.com      www.eds-timorleste.com
ph: (+670) 7723 0880, 7723 0881, 7723 0883

Comoro 

“Good Cars. Clean, comfortable and well maintained.”

CAR RENTALS

Long and 
short term 
hire rates. 

We are 
flexible and 

happy to 
negotiate.

Vehicles 
available 
with local 

drivers

43

21

READY FOLDABLE 
CONTAINERSAVAILABLE 

NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT +670 7723 0883

“READY EARTHMOVING EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE”
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Comoro. 

PLANT HIRE
Hydraulic hose repair and replacement service also available. 

We have a large inventory of hoses and fittings in stock

PLANT HIRE

Hourly, Daily or Weekly

EXPRESS DISTRIBUTION SERVICE

“Serving East Timor Since 1999”

ph: (+670)  7723 0880
   7723 0881 7723 0883

em: edssales5@gmail.com
www.eds-timorleste.com

Crane XCMG
XCT60_Y available

 for hire.
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P.O. Box 422, 
Dili Post Office

Facsmile: +670 3313476
Phone: +670 3317019
www.essettimor.com

1. No job too big or too small.
2. Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and Data specialists.

3. Only licenced Australian electrician in Dili, Electrical Licence 
    No 57880, Electrical Contractors No 77239.

4. Esset is a joint Timorese/Australian owned company and has been 
    in Timor since 2000.

5. All materials used are sourced from Australia.

email: alister@essettimor.com or marceesset@yahoo.com.au
Phone: 7732 8814 27R

+670 73 20 20 20
Address: Avenida da Restauração Comoro, Dili Timor-Leste 25S

TERRA SANTA
RESIDENCE
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These are Employment Matters, which matter to all of us!

As we continue building on previous discussions about social security rights and worker protection in Timor-Leste, this 
edition focuses on a growing challenge that directly affects long-term development: Brain Drain.

What is Brain Drain?
Brain drain refers to the emigration of skilled, educated, and experienced workers to other countries in search of better 
opportunities, higher wages, and improved living conditions. While migration is a normal part of global labour mobility, 
sustained loss of talent can weaken national capacity, slow economic growth, and place pressure on public systems 
including social security.

Understanding Brain Drain in Context
In small and developing economies, brain drain is especially visible because the number of skilled professionals is limited. When accountants, nurses, 
teachers, or other skilled professionals leave, the impact is immediate: service delivery weakens, institutions struggle, and productivity declines.
However, brain drain is not only about migration. It is also shaped by the conditions that influence whether skilled workers choose to stay or 
leave.

Key Causes of Brain Drain
	● Limited career progression: unclear or slow promotion systems push professionals to seek structured career pathways abroad.
	● Wage gaps and living costs: local salaries often struggle to match international standards, making migration financially attractive.
	● Skills mismatch: when workers are underemployed or placed in roles that do not match their qualifications, dissatisfaction increases.
	● Limited training opportunities: without continuous professional development, workers feel their skills stagnate.
	● Working conditions: weak infrastructure, heavy workloads, and limited institutional support reduce job satisfaction.
	● Global recruitment pressure: international demand for skilled workers increases migration opportunities.

Why Brain Drain Matters for National Development
Brain drain affects more than individual sectors. It leads to:

	● Reduced public service capacity 
	● Slower economic diversification 
	● Loss of institutional knowledge 
	● Higher pressure on remaining skilled workers 

However, one of the most critical impacts is on the social security system.

Impact on the Social Security System
The social security system in Timor-Leste relies on contributions from workers (4%) and employers (6%) to fund long-term protection such as 
pensions, maternity benefits, disability support, and survivor benefits.

Brain drain affects this system in several ways:
	● Reduced contributors: fewer formal workers mean fewer monthly contributions. 
	● Weaker financial sustainability: lower inflows can affect long-term benefit stability. 
	● Higher dependency pressure: fewer workers support more beneficiaries over time. 
	● Limited system expansion: reduced formal employment slows coverage growth. 
	● Institutional capacity loss: skilled administrators leaving weakens system management.

In this sense, brain drain directly affects the long-term resilience of social protection.

Strategies to Retain Talent
Addressing brain drain requires coordinated action:

	● Career pathways: clear and merit-based promotion systems help workers see long-term growth.
	● Better compensation and benefits: while salaries may not match global levels, incentives, allowances, and strong social security 

contributions improve retention.
	● Training and development: continuous learning opportunities help workers grow without leaving the country.
	● Improved working conditions: better infrastructure, clear job roles, and supportive workplaces increase satisfaction.
	● Strong social protection: benefits such as maternity protection, pensions, and disability coverage increase trust in formal employment and 

encourage long-term workforce participation.
	● Talent engagement programs: return and diaspora engagement initiatives can help bring skills back to the country.
	● Purpose-driven work: many professionals stay when they feel their work contributes to national development.

Linking Back to Social Security
As shown in previous editions, social security is both a protection system and a pillar of workforce stability. Brain drain weakens this system by 
reducing contributors, while a strong social security system helps reduce brain drain by increasing job security and long-term stability.

Together, they are interconnected:
A stable workforce strengthens social security, and strong social security supports workforce retention.

In conclusion, Brain drain is not only a migration issue, but also a development challenge that reflects how well a country 
supports its workforce. 

For Timor-Leste, reducing brain drain requires investing in people: their skills, their careers, and their long-term security.  
Strengthening career pathways, improving working conditions, and reinforcing social protection systems can transform 
talent loss into talent retention, supporting both economic growth and a more sustainable social security system.

For any questions, please email us at info@konnekto.com. Your inquiries 
inspire us to create fresh and informative content!

EMPLOYMENT MATTERS!
Edition #68 - Brain Drain
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QUICK CROSSWORD

THE TIMES SUDOKU

QUICK CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLES ON PAGE 12

Answers:
1.	 Ise Grand Shrine or Ise Jingu 

2.	 Forth Bridge 

3.	 Puerto Rico — or 10 miles 
south of the town of Arecibo 
in Puerto Rico 

4.	 Antoni Gaudi 

5.	 Château de Chantilly 

6.	 Netherlands 

7.	 River Ouse 

8.	 Nice 

9.	 Hungary — in Budapest 

10.	 Coventry Cathedral

11.	 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
Cleveland, Ohio 

12.	 Joseph Aloysius Hansom 

13.	 The Woman in Black 

14.	 Gloucestershire 

15.	 Studio 54 

16.	 Frank Lloyd Wright 

17.	 Norman Foster 

18.	 Santiago Calatrava 

19.	 Minack Theatre 

20.	 Absolute World aka the 
Marilyn Monroe Towers

‘THE TIMES’ QUIZ

 

If we come to him, Jesus promises 
rest to all those who are weary and 

burdened. (Matt 11 v 28) 

How will you find rest? 

To find out the answer to this and 
Other bible questions, email: 

easttimor@acbm.org.au 

ACBM EAST TIMOR 
DiliTimor-Leste 

www.thisisyourbible.com 

LEARN ABOUT THE GOSPEL 
OF JESUS CHRIST 

"3 Panels Plays"

“It's a Fact”

Sloths can hold 
their breath 
longer than 

dolphins can.

“Dad Joke”

What do you 
call a wreath 
made of $100 

bills?

Aretha 
Franklins

Ken's Two Centavos
Ken calls himself a citizen of the world, and with good reason. Now 
in his seventies, he’s lived a life that has carried him from Denmark 
to Europe, the United States and Thailand, before choosing Atauro 
Island as the perfect place to retire.
Each month, he shares his thoughts on everyday life — the insights, 
quirks and small moments that show Timor-Leste to be both familiar 
and unexpected. These are Ken’s Two Centavos...

Who else is having problems with ATMs (automatic teller machines) in 
Dili?
Am I the only one having issues? There are about 70 ATMs in Dili.  About 
20% don't work at all. Another 40% are self-limiting in their functions.  
The remaining 40% are inconsistent.  Some folks reading this will claim 
that it can't be the ATMs that are faulty - it must be the plastic card itself 
or bank account quirks pertaining to the person inserting the card into 
the ATM.  Any one, or a combination of the aforementioned, can be true.
ATM cards, like credit cards, have a magnetic tape strip on their backs.  
Magnetic tape is what was used for sound recordings between the 1930s 
and 2000s.  It's an old technology.  When I used to do studio music 
recordings, we'd have to occasionally clean the tape reading 'heads' on 
the recording machine with alcohol.  ...not to be confused with: cleaning 
the musicians' heads with...., oh never mind
With ATMs, the tape reading 'heads' are just inside where the card is 
inserted.  Granted, everything nowadays is crunched to digital.  Also, 
there are some places where 'readers' use a digital chip embedded into 
the plastic card, ....but that tech hasn't yet come to Dili, as far as I can tell
On the back of every ATM and credit card, there should be one or more 
phone numbers to call - if assistance is needed.  After a series of talking 
to an AI robot, a caller may get lucky enough to get to talk to a person 
with a heartbeat, though the process to get to that point may take up 
to 28 minutes.
Support personnel are usually kind and knowledgeable, but can't always 
lead to a solution.  With my seldom-functioning ATM card, I've heard 
various reasons why it's not working.  The most common is: the card 
has been 'flagged.'  Why?  Because I'm using it in a faraway country 
like Timor-Leste?  It shouldn't be problematic, because the card I use 
(issued by a US-based bank) works about 3% of the time I use it.  In 
other words, for every 100 times I stick it into an ATM and press the 
correct password, it works about three times, over a period of, let's say, 
99 days.  I ordered a new card to be sent to Dili's central Correos post 
office, but three months later, ....no mail
The nice worker at Dili's post office told me that all mail going in and 
out, to or from foreign addresses, has to go through Darwin and Sydney,  
Australia. Could some errant koala have snuck into the Aussie p.o. and 
made off with the letter from my bank, thinking it was a sumptuous 
eucalyptus leaf?  Doubtful.
There are other possible reasons why ATMs in Dili often don't work:  A 
foreigner using more than one ATM may prompt a bank's AI to yellow-
flag the card.  Alternatively, some ATM machines may not be properly 
maintained.  In the early days of ATMs, prior to AI, a person could use 
ATMs multiple times in all S.E. Asian countries.  The two main reasons, in 
my opinion, that ATMs are causing such difficulties are: #1. AI, and #2. The 
proliferation of online/digital thieves has compelled banks to continually 
increase security.  The resultant victims are often the bank account 
holders whose ATM cards get yellow-flagged for the slightest reasons.    
If anyone can shed informed light on this issue, it's appreciated.  In the 
meantime, thwarted ATM users in Dili - will continue to be frustrated. 

Ken Albertsen
Atauro Island
kenalberts214@gmail.com
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TRADE MARK TIMOR-LESTE
CAUTIONARY NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that SPROCOMM 
TECHNOLOGIES CO., LIMITED, a Chinese company, with 
the address at 33F Bldg. 1, Huaqiang Sci. & Tech Plaza, 
Meilin Rd., 6018 North Ring Boulevard, Futian, 
Shenzhen, China, is the sole owner and proprietor in 
TIMOR-LESTE of the trade mark shown hereunder:

The above mark is used upon or in connection with the 
following goods:

Class 12: Motorcycles; motorized skateboards; 
cars; bicycles; electric vehicles; electric 
bicycles; trolleys; camera drones; safety seats 
for children, for vehicles; motor scooters; 
motorcycle frames; bicycle frames; mobility 
scooters
Class 9: Computer operating programs, 
recorded; cameras [photography]; mobile 
telephones; protective helmets; remote 
controls; batteries, electric; computer 
software,recorded; gimbals for digital 
cameras; wires, electric; padlocks, electronic; 
electric wire harnesses for automobiles

Any infringement or imitation of the above mentioned 
trademark shall result in infringement of the ownership 
rights of the said company, who will undertake all legal 
means in order to defend and enforce its rights.

For further information, please contact 
trademark@globallaw-ip.com

windhorse   

Building a Tourism Industry Without Selling Our 
Soul: Timor-Leste's Wager on Dignified Travel

There is a version of tourism development that many countries have chosen 
— and quietly come to regret.

It begins with a beautiful coastline, a compelling story, and an urgent need 
for foreign exchange. It attracts investors with deep pockets and short 
timelines. It builds fast — resorts, transfer vans, curated experiences 
designed for maximum throughput. And then, somewhere between the first 
five-star opening and the tenth tour bus unloading at a sacred site, something 
irreplaceable is lost. The culture that made the destination worth visiting 
becomes a backdrop. The communities that shaped it become spectators. 
The soul of the place is mortgaged, quietly and efficiently, in the name of 
growth.

Timor-Leste is at a crossroads. And as an industry, we have a choice to 
make right now — before the momentum builds beyond our ability to shape it.

What "Dignified Travel" Actually Means

The phrase gets used loosely, so let me be precise about what I mean.

Dignified travel is not eco-tourism rebranded. It is not a premium price point 
dressed up in bamboo architecture. It is not a CSR footnote in a resort's 
annual report.

Dignified travel is a design philosophy. It asks a foundational question at 
every stage of tourism development: who benefits, and on what terms?

It means that the fisherman who takes visitors out on his boat earns a 
fair wage — not a token — and retains the right to refuse when the sea is 
rough or the season is sacred. It means that the weaver in Atauro whose 
textile ends up in a hotel lobby gift shop is credited, compensated, and 
celebrated. It means that the young Timorese hotel graduate is trained 
for a career, not just a role — with a trajectory that leads to management, 
ownership, and leadership.

In short, dignified travel means that tourism serves the people of Timor-
Leste, not the other way around. 

Why This Is the Right Moment
Timor-Leste's tourism industry is still, by global standards, small. Visitor 
numbers remain modest. Infrastructure is developing. The major investment 
wave has not yet arrived.
This is not a weakness. This is the window.
Countries that get tourism right do so early — when the regulations are still 
being written, when the investment incentives are still being negotiated, 
when the cultural norms around hospitality are still being established. Once 
the industry reaches critical mass, course corrections become exponentially 
harder. Vested interests calcify. Margins drive decisions. The long game 
loses to the quarterly report.
We have — at a generous estimate — a decade to embed the right values 
into the architecture of this industry. A decade to write the standards, train 
the workforce, attract the right investors, and build the infrastructure that 
serves both visitors and hosts with equal dignity.
HOTL is not waiting for that decade to begin. It has already started. 

What the Industry Is Already Doing
Across Timor-Leste's hospitality sector, there are operators — many of 
them HOTL members — who are already living this philosophy in practice.
Guesthouses in Atauro that employ entirely local staff and source entirely 
local food. Dive operators who work directly with village communities 
to protect reef ecosystems that would otherwise be unguarded. Tour 
companies building itineraries around authentic cultural encounters — not 
performance, not pageantry, but genuine access to Timorese life, offered 
on Timorese terms.
These operators are not sacrificing commercial viability for principle. In 
many cases, they are outperforming conventional competitors — because 
the traveller who seeks out Timor-Leste is not looking for a packaged 
resort holiday. They are looking for something real. And real, in this market, 
commands a premium.
The opportunity is to scale what is already working — to make dignified 
travel not the exception practised by a few principled operators, but the 
standard expectation of every visitor who sets foot in this country.

The Role of Policy and Partnership
The private sector cannot do this alone.
Dignified travel at scale requires policy alignment. It requires government partners 
who understand that quality of tourism matters as much as quantity — that 
ten high-value visitors who sleep in locally-owned guesthouses, eat at local 
restaurants, and engage with local guides generate more economic dignity than 
a hundred who never leave an all-inclusive resort.
It requires investment partners who think in decades, not quarters — development 
finance institutions, impact investors, and sovereign funds who are willing to 
back the infrastructure that makes dignified travel possible: trained hospitality 
workers, community-based tourism enterprises, sustainable transport, and digital 
connectivity that reaches beyond Dili.
And it requires a regional conversation. Timor-Leste is not building its tourism 
industry in isolation. We sit at the edge of one of the world's great travel regions. 
The standards we set, the partnerships we forge, and the story we tell will 
determine whether we join that region as a full and sovereign participant — or 
as a dependency of someone else's itinerary.

Our Wager
Every choice in tourism development is, ultimately, a wager on the future.
Some countries have wagered on volume — and won short-term growth at 
the cost of long-term identity. Others have wagered on exclusivity — and built 
beautiful industries that serve the few and employ even fewer.
Timor-Leste's wager is different. We are betting that authenticity, community, 
and dignity are not constraints on growth — they are the source of it. We are 
betting that the travellers who will define the next generation of global tourism are 
precisely the travellers who will choose us, if we build what they are looking for.
We are betting, in other words, on our people. On their creativity, their resilience, 
their extraordinary capacity for welcome. On the culture that survived occupation 
and built a nation. On the landscapes that the rest of the world has barely begun 
to discover.
That is a wager I am proud to make. And as an industry, it is the only one worth 
taking.

By Maun Jere | Chairman, HOTL Association (www.hotl.tl)
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TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE 
IN 

TIMOR-LESTE
NOTICE is hereby given that our client, AMAZON TECHNOLOGIES, INC., (“the Proprietor”), a Nevada Corporation of 410 
Terry Avenue North, Seattle, Washington 98109, USA, is the owner and sole proprietor in the Timor Leste, of the trade mark set 
out below and all the intellectual property rights that may subsist therein, in respect of the goods and services set out below.

The Mark:

Amazon Leo

Goods:

Class 09 – Downloadable computer software for transmission and reception of voice, data, graphics, images, information, sound, 
video, and multimedia content by means of broadband or wireless networks; antennas; component parts for antennas; 
downloadable computer software for network management, network monitoring, data encryption, and enabling secure 
communications; radio frequency communications equipment for transmitting and receiving radio waves; transponders; 
downloadable computer software for signal management, telemetry data management, tracking, command operations, data 
processing, and onboard system diagnostics; transmitting and receiving apparatus for telecommunications; telemeters; wireless 
communication and networking equipment and systems for receiving, processing, and transmitting radio communications, wireless 
internet, and VOIP telephone services; wireless communication and networking equipment and systems for receiving, processing, 
and transmitting voice, data, graphics, images, information, sound, video, and multimedia content; electronic apparatus and 
devices for controlling access to broadband and to internet cloud-based systems; receivers; wireless routers; network routers for 
routing voice, data, graphics, images, information, sound, video, and multimedia content between telecommunications equipment 
and internet or cloud-based repositories; dish and antenna modules; downloadable computer software for decoding and analyzing 
information transmitted via wireless signals; transponders, antennas, solar panels, batteries, thermal insulation, gyroscopes, 
sensors, and thrusters, all for transmitting and receiving voice, data, graphics, images, information, sound, video, and multimedia 
content; internet servers; GPS devices; receiver and transmitter modules for telecommunications equipment; ground stations for 
receiving, transmitting, and amplifying wireless communications signals; downloadable computer software for monitoring and 
controlling ground station operations; transmitters of electronic signals; computer terminal equipment for receiving and processing 
wireless communications signals and providing access to communications networks; stands, mounting brackets, mounting devices, 
mounting racks, and mounts adapted for computer terminal equipment; downloadable computer software for remote management, 
configuration, monitoring, and troubleshooting of computer terminal equipment; downloadable computer software, namely, 
application programming interface (API) software for use in facilitating, managing, and providing internet access, data 
communication, and network connectivity; Stands, mounting brackets, mounting devices, mounting racks, and mounts adapted for 
computer terminals; data processors; cable management accessories for computers and peripherals; adapters for computer 
peripherals; power cables for computers and peripherals; optical disk drives; smart card readers; data processing apparatus; solid 
state drives; memory card readers; computer peripherals; stands for computer equipment; computers; coaxial cables; mounting 
racks for communications hardware; external computer hard drives; electrical power supplies; cable connectors; disk drives; 
integrated circuits; electrical and electronic connectors; computer hardware; electrical conductors; computer terminals; installation 
kits for computer terminal equipment in International Class 9;

Services:

Class 38 - Internet service provider (ISP) services; telecommunication services, namely, electronic data transmission and 
reception of voice, data, graphics, images, information, sound, video, and multimedia content via broadband, wireless, or 
cloud-based networks; providing access to cloud-based computing resources, data, databases, storage, and hosted virtual 
environments via telecommunications networks; providing access to remotely hosted operating systems, software, storage, and 
computer applications via telecommunications networks; providing electronic telecommunications connections and secure access 
to computer networks, virtual private networks, and centralized data or electronic files for remote consultation; providing 
multiple-user access to the internet, computer networks, and electronic communications networks; rental of telecommunications 
apparatus and installations; providing third-party users with access to telecommunications infrastructure; providing access to 
cloud-based computing resources, data storage, databases, and hosted virtual environments via telecommunications networks; 
electronic messaging and interactive communication services; telecommunications networking software services; providing secure 
access to computer networks via telecommunications networks; telecommunications services, namely, transmission and reception 
of wireless internet signals and VOIP telephone services; telecommunication services, namely, transmission and reception of voice, 
data, information, graphics, images, sound, video, and multimedia content by means of broadband or wireless networks; electronic 
transmission and reception of data to and from cloud-based computing resources and storage via computer terminals and 
electronic devices; providing access to electronic communications networks for transmission of voice, data, graphics, images, 
information, sound, video, and multimedia content; wireless broadband communications services; internet and data transmission 
services; telecommunications services; providing a website featuring information in the field of internet access and wireless 
communication systems; telecommunications services for providing multiple-user access to the internet, computer networks, and 
private electronic telecommunications networks; wholesale communications network access services in International Class 38;



21 www.guideposttimor.comGuide Post Magazine

Class 42 - Software as a service (SaaS) services featuring software for secure remote access to operating systems and computer 
applications; non-downloadable computer software for installing, testing, diagnosing, operating, and managing telecommunications 
equipment; software as a service (SaaS) services featuring software for monitoring data transfers and network performance; 
research and development services in the field of telecommunications and networking technology; providing temporary use of online 
applications and software tools; cloud computing services, namely remote data storage and processing; providing virtual computer 
systems through cloud computing; non-downloadable computer software for accessing wireless and broadband telecommunications 
networks; non-downloadable software for transmission and reception of voice, data, graphics, images, information, sound, video, 
and multimedia content by means of broadband or wireless communications networks to and from the internet or cloud-based 
repositories; consulting services in the field of telecommunications and networking technology; development and testing of 
computing methods, algorithms, and software for processing telecommunications signals; data backup and data restoration services; 
software as a service (SaaS) services featuring software for collecting, editing, modifying, organizing, synchronizing, integrating, 
monitoring, transmitting, storage, and sharing of data and information; design, programming, updating, and maintenance of 
software for internet connectivity; non-downloadable software for monitoring and controlling ground station operations; 
non-downloadable computer software for network management, monitoring, data encryption, and secure communications; 
non-downloadable computer software for decoding and analyzing information transmitted via wireless signals; software as a service 
(SaaS) services featuring software for secure remote access to databases; design, development, installation, updating, technical 
support, monitoring, and maintenance of telecommunications software; non-downloadable computer software for signal 
management, telemetry data management, tracking, command operations, data processing, and onboard system diagnostics; cloud 
computing services; software development services; software as a service (SaaS) services featuring software for cloud-based 
migration and management; providing temporary use of non-downloadable computer software; design and development of 
telecommunications networks; non-downloadable computer software for remote management, configuration, monitoring, and 
troubleshooting of computer terminals; application service provider (ASP) featuring application programming interface (API) 
software for use by others in facilitating, managing, and providing internet access, data communication, and network connectivity; 
computer technical support services, namely, 24/7 service desk or help desk services for IT infrastructure, operating systems, 
database systems, and web applications, in International Class 42;

Further, take notice that AMAZON TECHNOLOGIES, INC., a Nevada Corporation  of 410 Terry Avenue North, Seattle, Washington 
98109, USA, attaches singular importance to its above referenced trademark and will immediately take the appropriate legal actions 
to protect its intellectual property rights against any person(s) or business(es) found to be infringing those rights. Note that any 
infringing or unauthorized use of this mark may be met with civil and criminal action including injunctions, orders to seize, audits, 
full damages and costs.

Warning:

WARNING is hereby given that any fraudulent, counterfeit, unauthorized, or otherwise improper use of the Mark (or any similar 
marks), and any other infringement of the rights of the Proprietor in any manner whatsoever, will be dealt with as appropriate 
according to law.

General:

Any inquiry regarding the said trademark may be referred to the attorneys for AMAZON TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

This notice is published for and on behalf of the Proprietor by its agents, Pacific Islands Intellectual Property Services, IP 
Division of Siwatibau & Sloan, Barristers and Solicitors of 8 Holland Street, Suva, Fiji Islands, Email: aminiasi@sas.com.fj or 
artika@sas.com.fj , Web Page: www.sas.com.fj.
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Sayur, Sambal and Starting Over: A Kitchen 
in Timor-Leste Builds a Community

By 7 a.m., Egha’s kitchen is already alive. The air carries the sharp scent of 
sambal, the richness of roasting peanuts, and the warmth of morning tea. 
Pots are simmering, hands are moving, and, in the middle of it all, Egha 
is doing what she has done every day since moving to Dili: cooking food 
that tastes like home.
Egha grew up in her mother’s kitchen in Indonesia, learning to cook long 
before she could name the spices she used. By watching, tasting and 
adjusting, she learned recipes, but also a way of caring for others through 
food.
She carried that knowledge with her when she moved to Timor-Leste with 
her husband for his work. In a new country, with a new language and an 
unfamiliar rhythm to daily life, the kitchen became her safe space.  
“Moving here was an adjustment,” explains Egha. “At first, everything felt 
unfamiliar, but I found comfort in the kitchen because it was something I 
knew well.”

Source: https://storyteller.iom.int/stories/sayur-sambal-and-starting-over-kitchen-timor-leste-builds-community

Egha, an Indonesian migrant in Timor-Leste, built a well-loved warung in Dili, where food, shared 
work and community have helped others find a place to begin again. 

Photo: IOM/Andrea Empamano

By Andrea Empamano

Ingredients are crushed into a sambal paste while vegetables are blanched, part of the careful 
preparation behind one of Indonesia’s most beloved dishes.  

Photo: IOM/Andrea Empamano

Her husband encouraged her to share her culinary passion and skills with 
others. Then, suddenly, he passed away. Shocked and grieving, Egha 
returned to Indonesia.
But even in that loss, she carried with her the encouragement he had given 
her. In time, finding the strength to keep going, she returned to Dili and 
started cooking again.  
“In the beginning, it was just me selling my home-cooked food to neighbours 
and friends,” she recalls. “I kept getting compliments and encouragement, 
and over time, more people became interested in trying my food.”
What began as small-scale cooking grew into a full-time catering business, 
and later into her first warung, a small, family-owned food business. 
Indonesian dishes such as beef rendang, a slow-cooked dry curry with 
coconut milk and spices, and ayam krispi, or crispy fried chicken, became 
part of the daily menu, with rotating dishes that gave regulars a reason to 
keep coming back. On most days, everything sold out by lunchtime.
Then the COVID-19 pandemic arrived. Many businesses across Dili, like 
the rest of the world, were affected. Migrants who had built quiet, stable 
lives suddenly found themselves without work and without options.  

Egha, who had rebuilt her life once before, opened the doors to her kitchen wider 
and began taking in fellow migrants who had lost their jobs and had nowhere else to 
turn. She offered them work, shared her skills and gave them a place to begin again.  
“I took them in, taught them the recipes we make, and gradually the team grew 
into what it is today,” she explains.
Egha’s kitchen became something much larger than a place to cook: it sustained 
customers and supported the people behind the stove.
If there’s any dish that captures the soul of this warung best, it is gado-gado. At 
first glance, it looks like a simple salad: vegetables, hard-boiled eggs, fried tofu 
and tempeh. But the dish comes together through its peanut sauce – rich, creamy, 
warm and fragrant – that pulls every element into something greater than the sum 
of its parts.

A traditional Indonesian dish from Java, gado-gado has found a following 
in Dili, where it has become a local favorite.
“The sauce takes the most time,” she explains. “We start by crushing the 
peanuts and spices together in a large wok, cook them slowly with coconut 
milk, then leave the mixture to simmer until ready. Only when the sauce is 
ready can we prepare the plate.”
The name gado-gado means “mix-mix” in Bahasa Indonesian. There is no 
single definitive version. The dish changes depending on what ingredients 
are available. Different ingredients, textures and origins are brought together 
under the same sauce. Each step matters, and each ingredient plays its part.

For Egha, that reflects the community she has built in Dili: people from 
different places, with different experiences, coming together in her kitchen. 
Through shared work and meals, they have built a sense of stability, 
connection and purpose.
Today, Egha employs around 10 people at her warung, many of them 
migrants. It supports her family, as well as the families of those who work 
alongside her. For many employees, it is more than a workplace. It is a place 
of belonging, where they can rebuild their lives and support one another.  
‎ “Every morning when I step into the kitchen, I feel I have a purpose,” Egha 
says. “This is what I was meant to do.”
In Dili, far from where her journey began, Egha continues to share 
Indonesian food and welcome others into her kitchen with warmth and 
compassion, creating a place where people can find a sense of home, 
one meal at a time.

Egha and her kitchen staff prepare Indonesian staples that have earned a loyal following in Dili, 
building community through food, shared work and daily routine. Photo: IOM/Andrea Empamano

This story was written by Andrea Empamano, Media and Communications Officer with IOM Timor-Leste.

A complete plate of gado-gado brings together blanched vegetables, fried tofu and tempeh, boiled 
eggs and kerupuk, all topped with peanut sauce. Photo: IOM/Andrea Empamano
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Storage and Logistics

linkedin.com/company/ANLhttps://www.anl.com.au/Find Us:

Explore a seamless and secure logistics experience with ANL. Our comprehensive 
door-to-door solution, integrating eco-friendly inland transport, trucking, and 
storage, ensures timely and reliable shipment from origin to destination. Beyond 
shipping, we provide additional services including storage, warehousing, 
LCL Cargo, and more. 

Begin your shipping journey with us by contacting us today. 

Contact Us Today 
For sales enquiries, contact: sales@anltl.tl 

 

Timor: (+670) 331 0162

Australia (Darwin): (+61) (08) 8944 7600 

Singapore: (+65) 6589 3294

Our Next Deadline for Advertising & 
Articles is: 20th of June 2026

Before joining the group, Marco and his family struggled 
with low and unreliable agricultural income, food failures 
from pests and droughts often left them unable to meet daily 
needs. “Our income was not enough to meet our family’s 
needs,” he shared.
In 2025, Marco helped form the Anhapi Bisoni Group, where 
members save regularly and access small loans to support 
activities that generate $50 loan income, Marco started 
selling Bua-malus and now earns about $6 per day, helping 
to improve his family’s stability.
In addition to income, the program also changed his mindset. 
Through training on financial management and family well-
being, Marco learned about gender equality at home, and 
it also made him confident to manage finances and plan for 
the future so that he can build a suitable home for himself 
and his family.
“I used to think housework was only for women, now I help 
my wife and share the responsibility,” he said.
Marco’s wife added, “After the POWER Program, we both 
attended the training. My eldest son has made many changes 
in sharing household responsibilities. Our family now lives in 
harmony and without violence.
Today, Marco dreams of expanding his business into jam 
production and hopes that his children will complete their 
university education and live in a peaceful and harmonious 
family.
His story shows how savings, learning, and solidarity can 
turn hardship into hope.

Marco’s Life-Changing Story: 
From Hardship to Independence

Source: https://www.fokupers.org/marcos-life-changing-story-from-hardship-to-independence/

Beneficiary Marco and his wife in Mahata, Oecusse. Photo: Fokupers Lens

Marco, father of five children from Mahata Village, Oecusse, and Secretary 
of the Anhapi Bisoni Savings and Production Group, has transformed 
his life through the EU-funded Promotion of Women through Economic 
Empowerment and Rights (POWER) Project with the support of Fundasaun 
Esperansa Enklave Oecusse (FEEO).
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A Lifeline in the Sky for Atauro
For 30 years, Manuel Pereira has served as a nurse on Atauro 
Island. He spoke of the challenging time before MAF came to offer 
life-changing medical evacuation flights.

“When there was no MAF, we relied entirely on boats for transportation,” 
said Manuel Pereira, head of the health centre in Atauro Island. “When 
the sea was rough, the boats could not travel at all. Even when the 
sea was calm, the journey still took a long time," he said.

“Sometimes the journey took so long that patients sadly passed away 
while still at sea. There were also times when the sea conditions were 
too rough, making it impossible to evacuate patients."

Manuel explained that during those moments, they could only do their 
best with the limited resources available to try to save the patients 
while waiting for the sea to become calm.

MAF began operations in Timor-Leste in 2007 and helped to reopen 
the Atauro airstrip. In close partnership with the Ministry of Health, 
MAF provides medical evacuation services to communities all across 
the nation, flying an average of one medevac almost every day.

It is very good that MAF is operating in Atauro. MAF can help patients 
very quickly,” Manuel said.

Credit: Mission Aviation Fellowship Timor-Leste

La Rende: From History to Adventure Tourism 
in Timor-Leste

Australia’s Market Development Facility (MDF) and Maddog 
Adventures recently premiered La Rende, a documentary co-
produced with adventure filmmaker Beau Miles. The film follows a 
five-day trail run along a World War II route through remote mountain 
communities, highlighting Timor-Leste’s landscapes, cultural 
heritage, and adventure tourism potential, a part of MDF’s work with 
local operators to raise the country’s profile in international markets.

The launch included a panel on adventure tourism opportunities and 
challenges such as skills development, safety standards, and market 
access, moderated by Dr Fabia Shah, the Counsellor for Governance 
and Economy Development. Discussions highlighted how adventure 
tourism can drive inclusive growth for local businesses and rural 
communities.

To watch the film, copy this link into your browser:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jArAaGj3LUM  
or search for 'I Went Running But Found a War Story' on YouTube.

Credit: Australian Embassy, Timor-Leste
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advertising@guideposttimor.com
+670 7726 7160
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Advertising & Articles is: 
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We can take care 
of all your pest 

control problems 
by designing the 
best Pest Control 
program for you.

FOR A FREE INSPECTION PLEASE CALL US!
TEL: +670 331 0606

Operating to Australian standards
www.sc-et.com

SanCar
Pest Control

Timor-Leste’s
#1 Pest Control Company

 

$50
Conditions Apply

18K

Rua do Aeroporto
Malinamoc - Comoro Dili, Timor Leste

B E A C H S I D E  H O T E L ,  D I L I + 6 7 0  7 7 5 4  9 6 8 1

C I N E M A  P R O G R A M  J U N E  2 0 2 6

w w w. b e a c h s i d e h o t e l d i l i . c o m
Areia Branca, Metiaut, Dili

FREE MOVIES ON THE BEACH 
Friday & Saturday - start approx. 7pm at the Beachside Hotel

FRI JUN 05 - FERRIS BUELLER’S DAY OFF
SAT JUN 06 - THE POUT POUT FISH

FRI JUN 12 - HAMNET
SAT JUN 13 - KANGAROO

FRI JUN 19 - JAWS 50th ANNIVERSARY                                                         
SAT JUN 20 - SPONGEBOB: SEARCH FOR SQUARE PANTS

FRI JUN 26 - NUREMBERG
SAT JUN 27 - THE TRAVELLERS

POST CARDS Show Timor-Leste 
to the World. 

DISCOUNT for bulk 
buyers

$5
SERIES I *Atauro Figh�ng Rooster *Cristo Rei (Statue of Jesus) * Atauro Spear Fisherman * Uma Lulik (Tradi�onal House) 

(Set of 4)
Available from the Guide Post Office or call 7726 7160

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
IN

TIMOR LESTE
TAMASU CO., LTD., a Japanese company, of 1-7-1 
Asagaya-minami, Suginami-ku, Tokyo, 166-0004 Japan, 
does hereby provide notice that it claims proprietorship 
of the trade marks

in relation to:
Bags for sports; back packs; handbags; rucksacks.

Shirts for table tennis; pants for table tennis; shoes 
for table tennis; sport shirts; T-shirts; jerseys 
[clothing]; sports jerseys; sports jackets; sports 
coats; sports shoes; socks.

Rubber sheets for use as impact surface of table 
tennis rackets; table tennis paddles; table tennis 
rackets; table tennis paddle cases; table tennis 
tables; table tennis equipment.

Applicant cautions that any use of the trade marks or any 
confusingly similar trade marks in relation to any of these 
goods or similar goods, would be seen as infringement of 
their rights and that they will take such action deemed 
necessary to protect those rights.

TAMASU CO., LTD. can be contacted care of 
their address for service:

AJ Park, Level 22, Aon Centre, 1 Willis Street, 
Wellington 6011, New Zealand

mail@ajpark.com

BUTTERFLY

'Cinema on the Beach' 
Returns to Beachside Hotel

Photo Credit: Beachside Hotel and Cafe Dili

The movie season at Beachside Hotel is starting 
once again, with Beachside Cinema’s full June 
screening programme listed below.
Movies will be shown on Friday and Saturday nights, 
starting after sunset at around 7pm. However, we 
recommend arriving from about 6.30pm to find a 
good spot and settle in.
Order sunset drinks, snacks, or even dinner before 
the film begins, then relax with your feet in the sand.
The season usually runs until the wet season at the 
end of the year.
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Yellow Dove Australia Completes Landmark 
Aquatic Safety Project on Atauro Island

Credit: Yellow Dove Australia

Yellow Dove Australia has successfully completed the Movimentu 
Kalma Iha Bee Project across Atauro Island, Timor-Leste, delivering 
the island’s first dedicated aquatic safety and drowning prevention 
initiative. Across the month of May, the project reached an outstanding 
800+ participants through practical water safety education, survival 
swimming skills, lifejacket awareness, rescue techniques, and 
emergency response training.
Delivered in partnership with ATKOMA on the ground and proudly 
sponsored by The Phillips Foundation, the project focused on 
empowering local Timorese communities with practical, life-saving 
skills delivered through culturally responsive and community-led 
education.
A major milestone of the project was the training of 10 Atauro 
Island staff members, who successfully obtained their Royal Life 
Saving Society Bronze Medallion Award, equipping them with 
internationally recognised lifesaving and rescue qualifications to 
support aquatic safety initiatives within their communities.
Looking beyond the project, Yellow Dove Australia is focused on 
creating sustainable pathways for these trained local staff to access 
future employment opportunities linked to tourism, water safety, 
and community services, helping keep Atauro Island safe for both 
residents and visitors.
During the project period, Ryan Chapman (Yellow Dove Founder) 
also travelled briefly to Dili to collaborate with the Underwater Cinema 
and Lenuk Tasi, delivering a further 25 Royal Life Saving Society 
Bronze Medallion Awards to participants undertaking advanced 
lifesaving and rescue training.
The project marks an important milestone for Atauro Island and 
highlights the impact of strong partnerships, local leadership, and 
community-based safety education initiatives across Timor-Leste.
For more information about Yellow Dove Australia, check out their 
website: www.yellowdoveaustralia.com.au

Underwater Cinema and Lenuk Tasi complete their Royal Lifesaving Society Bronze 
Medallion, with Ryan Chapman, Founder and Director - Yellow Dove Australia.

Photo credit: Underwater Cinema
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