
Tel:  +670 7723 2908

Maubere
Security 

... since 2000

Security You Can 
Trust

www.mauberesecuritylda.com
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CAR RENTALS
GOOD CARS

Clean, comfortable 
& well maintained.

Ava i lab le  w i th  o r  w ihou t  d r i ve r.
● Large range of vehicles 

● Including up to 22 seater bus.
● Long and short term hire rates

We are flexible & 
happy to negotiate.

ph: (+670)  7723 0880
   7723 0881, 7723 0883

em: edssales7@gmail.com 27O 28R

Technology Services

Communica�ons
Security / CCTV
Print Solu�ons
Managed IT
Solar Power Solu�ons

+670 3314444
sa les@inovar4 .com
www.inovar4.com
Esset Complex, Comoro Bridge
Rua Beduku 1, Dili Timor-Leste

DAIKIN TBS LDA

Daikin Residential, Semi-Commercial 
and Commercial Air-conditioning 

Systems Available. Wall Mounted, 
Ceiling Cassette & Floor Standing.

Timor-Leste’s Authorised 
Daikin Distributor

Address: Rua De Hudi Laran, Bedik Hun, 
Bairro Pite, Dili, Timor Leste     

Email : tbsupplies@outlook.com
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Dili Stores:
    - Timor Plaza
    - Villa Verde
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Currency Exchange Services Provided

Your trusted local insurer

   W www.fedpacinsurance.com  
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Address: Avenida da Restauração Comoro, Dili, Timor-Leste

Standard Studio : 

25S

House Keeping, Laundry, 24 Hours Security, Hot Water, AC,  Maintenance 24 Hours on Call, Back Up Generator, 
Reception 24 Hours on Call, 25 Channels Cable TV, Security Gate with Card Identification System.

PACKAGE INCLUDED :

$600 Deluxe Studio : $700 Apartment : $950

ISLAND EXPLORER
TIMOR-LESTE’S TRUSTED TRAVEL AGENCY

3rd Floor, Timor Plaza (main building). 
sales@islandexplorerholdays.tl. 

Global Flight Ticketing Services
Professional, knowledgeable and simple ticket booking services.

All major airlines globally. 
+670-7800-1919

Car Rentals 
Wide range of good quality vehicles (4Wd’s, minibuses, SUV’s and more). 

Easy pick up and drop off services. Best value prices.
+670-7303-3030

5 Star Rated Tours 
Global standards by local professionals.

+670-7689-9555

Flying Kuala Lumpur-Dili-Kuala Lumpur
 Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

 +670-7308-0000

We can accept
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Address: Avenida da Restauração Comoro, Dili, Timor-Leste

Standard Studio : 

25S

House Keeping, Laundry, 24 Hours Security, Hot Water, AC,  Maintenance 24 Hours on Call, Back Up Generator, 
Reception 24 Hours on Call, 25 Channels Cable TV, Security Gate with Card Identification System.

PACKAGE INCLUDED :

$600 Deluxe Studio : $700 Apartment : $950

METINARO MEDICAL CLINIC

Partners and stakeholders at Metinaro Military Base celebrate the completion of the clinic refurbishment.

A Healthier Future
at Metinaro

THE UPGRADE

18 months
project duration

US$1.3m+
DCP-TL contribution

40+ beds
increased capacity

9 specialist offices
refurbished

Isolation areas &
medical storage
to modern standards

Upgraded clinic interior – modern and comfortable
facilities for patients and staff.

Strengthening the partnership between
Timor-Leste and Australia.

The newly refurbished medical clinic at Metinaro 
Military Base.

Representatives from DCP-TL and RMS Engineering and Construction at the handover. 

STRONGER TOGETHER A LASTING INVESTMENT

STRONGER FACILITIES. BETTER CARE. HEALTHIER FUTURES FOR OUR PEOPLE.

Australian Defence Force refurbishes F-FDTL Medical Clinic and strengthens Military 
Health Capability.

Nine specialist office spaces have also 
been refurbished, providing an improved 
environment for medical professionals to 
deliver care to F-FDTL personnel and 
veterans. The X-ray and audiological areas 
have been refurbished, alongside 
improvements to the general clinic area 
and associated office spaces.

The project has also delivered dedicated 
patient isolation areas and appropriate 
medical storage facilities, helping ensure 
the clinic can operate in accordance with 
the standards expected of a modern health 
facility.

The upgraded facility was officially handed 
over on 31 July 2026 during a ceremony 
attended by senior representatives from 
DCP-TL, the Ministry of Defence, the 
Ministry of Health and the F-FDTL senior 
leadership.

On Friday 31 July 2026, a major 
refurbishment of the medical clinic at the 
F-FDTL’s Metinaro Military Base was 
completed, strengthening the health and 
medical support available to Timor-Leste’s 
military members, veterans and the 
broader community in Metinaro.

The 18-month project was delivered 
through the Defence Cooperation Program 
– Timor-Leste (DCP-TL), which contributed 
technical advisor expertise and over 
US$1.3 million. The advisors worked 
closely with F-FDTL engineers and medical 
specialists to rehabilitate and renovate the 
existing facilities and deliver new 
infrastructure.

The works have significantly improved the 
clinic’s capacity and functionality. It now 
has over 40 bed spaces, as well as new 
laundry and bathroom facilities segregated 
for different patient areas.

The completion of the project 
represents another practical 
example of the ongoing defence 
cooperation between Timor-Leste 
and Australia. More importantly, the 
refurbished clinic provides the 
F-FDTL with improved facilities and 
specialist capabilities to support the 
health and wellbeing of its personnel 
and veterans into the future.

The Australian Defence Attaché, Captain 
Matthew Richardson CSM RAN, said 
DCP-TL was proud to support its close 
partners in Timor-Leste and to contribute 
to the development of important 
specialist capabilities, including the 
provision of quality medical support to 
military personnel, veterans and the 
wider community.

During the handover ceremony, the F-FDTL 
Chief of the Defence Force, Tenente 
Jenerál Domingos Raul ‘Falur Rate Laek’, 
reinforced the importance of continued 
close cooperation between the F-FDTL and 
DCP-TL. The CDF also highlighted the 
need for the F-FDTL, Ministry of Defence 
and Ministry of Health to maintain close 
coordination in the future use and operation 
of the newly refurbished facility.
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2/F Building A Palm Business and Trade Center, 
Surik Mas Fatumeta, Bairo Pite, Dom Aleixo, 
Dili, Timor-Leste 
Telp: +670 331 0261 / 7725 4363 / 7716 7116 
E-mail: operations.crossland@psedili.com 

 
 
 

SERVICES OFFERED 
Vessel Agency Container Yard 
Custom Clearance Trucking service 
Door to Door Service Household removals 

Connecting people and possibilities. 

For inquiry pls call or visit our office at: 
Palm Business and Trade Center 
Block E01-02 
Surik Mas, Fatumeta, Bairo Pite, Dom Alexio 
Tel# 3310482/ 7836 6823 / 7836 6824 / 7784 9912 
Email: operations.fedexdili@psedili.com 

 

WWEE’’VVEE  GGOOTT  YYOOUU  CCOOVVEERREEDD!!

Dili Square, Suites 3,4 & 5 
Pateo Compound, Colmera, 

Dili-TIMOR LESTE
Phone:   670) 331 0098

Mobile/WhatsApp:  (670) 7818 6639   
Email:  info@asuransifit.com.   

www.fedpacinsurance.com/timor-leste 

Material Damage

Business Interruption

Contractor All Risk

Oil & Gas Industry (+ Fronting)

Motor Vehicles

Liabilities

Personal Accident

Marine Cargo

Travel Insurance
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VESSEL VOYAGE NO.
DILI 

(TLDIL) 
DARWIN
(AUDRW)

SINGAPORE 
(SGSIN)

SURABAYA 
(IDSUB)

THE WHALE SHARK 2226N 07/09/26 09/09/26 18/09/26 22/09/26

CONTSHIP YEN 2326N 13/09/26 16/09/26 28/09/26 02/10/26

THE WHALE SHARK 2426N 26/09/26 28/09/26 09/10/26 13/10/26

ANL Connects Dili 
to the World 
Our PAX Service offers shipments to and from Dili every 10 days and includes sevices for containerised, 
break-bulk and project cargo. As part of the CMA CGM group, customers have access to reliable connec-
tion via Singapore to a network of 400 ports as well as logistics. 

linkedin.com/company/ANLhttps://www.anl.com.au/Find Us:

Contact Us Today 
For sales enquiries, contact: sales@anltl.tl 

 

Timor: (+670) 331 0162

Australia (Darwin): (+61) (08) 8944 7600 

Singapore: (+65) 6589 3294

RESPONSIVE
LOGISTICS
FOR YOU

• Freight Forwarding
• Shipping Agency
• Project Logistics
• Customs Brokerage
• Ground Handling

cevalogistics.com

• O&G Support 
Service

• Trucking 

+670 3322818        +670 77178312

When Mana Maria and her husband moved to Covalima with 
their two children, they faced financial difficulties and limited 
opportunities to earn an income. Determined to build a better 
future for their family, they started growing vegetables with 
support from relatives, despite having little farming experience.

Through the POWER (Promotion of Women Through 
Economic Empowerment and Rights) Project, implemented 
by World Vision Timor-Leste and funded by the European 
Union, Mana Maria gained skills in vegetable production, seed 
management, fertiliser use, household savings, and community 
savings and loan activities. She also received farming inputs to 
improve her harvests. 

Today, Mana Maria and her family are producing nutritious 
vegetables that improve their family’s health and generate 
income for household needs and their children’s education. 
Through continued participation in savings groups, they are 
building hope, dignity, and a more secure future for their children. 

Mana Maria’s message:

“Do not lose hope. Keep working and believe in yourself. Through 
agriculture, we can create opportunities and a better future for 
our families and children.”

Mana Maria’s story shows how empowering women, strengthening 
livelihoods, and fostering community participation can help 
families overcome poverty and create a brighter future for every 
child.

From Challenges to New Hope

Credit: World Vision International - Timor-Leste
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150 41 400 3200
YEARS

+ +

Your trusted shipping partner in Timor-Leste

Experience seamless global connectivity with Swire Shipping's reliable and 
e�cient service, linking Timor-Leste to the world every 10 days . Enjoy direct 

access to South East Asia and beyond, with our network's extensive reach.

Our versatile �eet provides specialist solutions for a wide range of cargo 
types, including containerised, project, heavy lift, breakbulk, and mini-bulk 

cargoes.

With integrated logistics support, you'll have a comprehensive one-stop 
solution for all your supply chain needs, encompassing customs brokerage, 

warehousing, and inland services. 

TIMOR-LESTE SERVICE

Swire Shipping Dili Contact

tl.sales@swireshipping.com

www.swireshipping.com

(+670) 7831 2222

FIXED DAY ARRIVALS 

PORT SINGAPORE SURABAYA DILI DARWIN

TRANSIT DAYS - 4 8 11

A group of 22 Youth Ambassadors from the GX Foundation in Hong Kong and 
Macau recently visited Timor-Leste as part of an educational and cultural exchange 
programme combining community service, leadership learning, and cross-cultural 
engagement.

During their stay at Timor Plaza Hotel, the delegation travelled to several communities 
to learn first-hand about the GX Foundation's Dengue Fever Prevention and Control 
Programme and Direct Drinking Water Project. Through visits to health facilities, 
schools, churches and local communities, the students witnessed how partnerships 
and practical initiatives are improving public health and access to safe drinking 
water while also experiencing the warmth and resilience of the Timorese people.

One of the highlights of the programme was an informal sharing session with Mr 
Alan Jape, Chairman of the Jape Group, where the conversation extended beyond 
business to the values that have shaped the Jape family's journey in Timor-Leste.

Drawing on the legacy of Avo Jape, Mr Alan Jape reflected on how the family's 
journey began with a belief in the potential of Timor-Leste and a willingness to invest 
in its future. He shared stories of the challenges and uncertainties encountered 
over the years, explaining that every achievement was built through determination, 
resilience, and an unwavering commitment to never give up, even during the most 
difficult times.

Rather than focusing solely on business success, the discussion centred on the 
importance of having a long-term vision, staying committed to one's values and 
creating opportunities that contribute to the growth of both people and communities. 
The evolution of Timor Plaza and Dili Central was shared as an example of how 
a vision can grow over time through perseverance, collaboration, and a genuine 
commitment to supporting the country's development.

For the Youth Ambassadors, the session was an opportunity to hear first-hand 
experiences that cannot be found in textbooks. The exchange encouraged thoughtful 
conversations about leadership, entrepreneurship, and the responsibility of young 
people to serve their communities with purpose, compassion, and integrity.

Beyond the discussions, the delegation also explored Timor-Leste's renowned coffee 
industry, met with development partners to better understand the country's ongoing 
progress, and participated in cultural and community activities that strengthened 
their appreciation of the nation's rich heritage and close-knit communities.

The visit was more than an educational programme. It was a meaningful exchange 
of stories, experiences, and values. By connecting with community leaders, 
development practitioners and local families, the Youth Ambassadors gained a 
deeper understanding of Timor-Leste's journey and the importance of leadership 
grounded in resilience, service, and hope.

As the programme concluded, the experience left participants with a renewed 
appreciation for the power of community partnerships, and the role young leaders 
can play in shaping a better future. Through sharing experiences across generations, 
the visit reflected a common belief that lasting impact begins with determination, 
compassion, and a willingness to invest in people.

GX Foundation Youth Ambassadors Discover Timor-Leste 
Through Service, Leadership and Shared Stories

Credit: Timor Plaza
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Building the Next Generation of 
Timor-Leste’s Energy Leaders

It is exactly 4 years since the Society of Petroleum Engineers Western Australia (SPE WA) Section first started exploring potential 
ways to support petroleum engineering and geology undergraduate students in Timor-Leste.  As SPE WA prepares to formally 
handover responsibility for the students to the SPE Timor-Leste Section (formed in late 2024), it is an opportune time to reflect on 
our achievements in the country. 
As well as escorting up to 18 Timorese students to Perth annually, SPE WA has been 
fully committed to staging a meeting every quarter in Dili featuring international 
speakers, with attendances up to 550 students and sometimes traditional dancers 
or music.   Following a fact-finding mission in 2022, the SPE Timor-Leste student 
Chapter was formally launched in 2023 by H.E. President José Ramos-Horta, who 
ultimately stayed for almost 4 hours, such was his keen interest in the energy 
sector and our initiatives.  Other distinguished Government speakers at our events 
have included H.E. Francisco Monteiro and H.E. Victor Soares, current and previous 
Ministers of Petroleum & Mineral Resources, Sr Gualdino Da Silva, President ANP, 
Sr Rui Soares, CEO Timor Gap, and Sr Cris Samson, Chief Advisor to Vice PM H.E. 
Eng Mariano Assanami Sabino.   
Numerous speakers from SPE International have also ventured to Dili to support one 
of the largest and youngest student chapters globally.   This included previous global 
Presidents from Paris and Dallas, the CEO from Houston, a Region Director from Perth 
and a Region Manager from KL.   In the July edition of Guide Post I summarised the 
visit in May of two SPE Distinguished Lecturers (DL’s) for an Extravaganza, which 
was the 3rd annual edition featuring a diverse range of DL’s from all over Australia 
and many energy organisations.
July 2025 witnessed an especially transformative week in Timor-Leste with respect to education, engagement, and energy leadership.   
The highlight was an inaugural Energy4me session led by the SPE Energy Education Manager for Eastern Hemisphere from Abu Dhabi.  
Energy4me is SPE’s energy education program that helps students, teachers, and the public uncover factual, unbiased information about 

all types of energy via a series of group experiments. An eternal special memory is 
of Timorese students wearing four distinctively different university uniforms bonding, 
strategizing, debating, and successfully delivering solutions together, having never 
previously met each other.  When each team’s assembled solution for an Enhanced 
Oil Recovery (EOR) experiment started to produce oil, it triggered loud whooping 
and hollering. A fun, engaging, and insightful day for all involved.
In 2024, SPE WA launched an annual team-building weekend for Chapter Officers, 
typically 12-14 aspiring young students who act as the leadership committee for the 
Chapter.  They independently organise local initiatives in Dili such as high school 
talks and beach clean-ups for local communities.  These weekends feature a blend 
of engaging team and individual challenges.  In 2024, at the Pousada de Baucau, one 
of the most thrilling exercises was constructing a rocket from materials provided,  
which could safely protect a raw egg from breaking when dropped from the 3rd 
storey balcony.  A year later we 
ventured west to the historic village 
of Balibo, which included a quiz on 
the extensive history of Timor-Leste 

and Balibo following a few hours browsing the wonderfully curated museum onsite.  
2026 will be on Atauro.
Importantly, at some quarterly events we offer our sponsors, without which none of 
this would be possible, an opportunity to speak.   This includes an Annual Careers 
Fair providing a platform for sponsors, some travelling from Canberra, Perth and 
Darwin, to showcase their organizations, current activities, and future plans in 
Timor-Leste, simultaneously offering a ray of light to the students. Optimistically, 
there will hopefully be more career prospects in the future for Timorese nationals, 
not only locally but also in Australia.
Next up is “An Introduction to the Energy Transition”, the second 1-day seminar 
jointly hosted by SPE and Australian Energy Producers.   In Q4, SPE WA will pass the 
baton to SPE Timor-Leste to organise future quarterly events transferring knowledge to local students and supporting their quest 
for exciting career opportunities, although SPE WA will maintain ownership of the scholarship program.

By Steve McBride, SPE WA Chair of Timor-Leste Initiatives

2024 HERA Careers Fair Timor Gap2025 HERA Energy4Me students from 4 Dili Universities Collaborating

2025 BALIBO Teambuilding Weekend Student Officers

2023 HERA LAUNCH Traditional Dancers

2023 HERA LAUNCH President of Timor-Leste Addressing 500 
SPE Student Members
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This space 
is 

AVAILABLE 
Advertising Inquiry

please contact:

Phone or WhatsApp:
+670 7726 7160 

or 
Email: advertising@guideposttimor.com

Daily, Weekly and Monthly Rates
Daily Cleaning Services and maintenance
Laundry
Air Conditioned
Broadband Internet Connection
Top Rank TV Channels
Security  
Fully Furnished with Quality Inclusions
Convenient and safe Location

Residential 
Apartments

From $500 per Month ( All - inclusive)

Audian - Brand New 2 bedroom apartments  
- Fully Secured Gated Estate.
Metiaut - Near the Beach, One Bedroom 
Apartments, Furnished. Fully Secured Gated Estate.

Email: timorhomes@gmail.com

Hotel Service at a Fraction of the price.................

WhatsApp: (+670) 7311 7202 or call: (+670) 7787 5804

Me:
Write a brief, humorous but respectful piece about 
everyday life in Timor-Leste.

ChatGPT:

“The Small Child Who Has Been Sent to Buy 
Something”

In Timor-Leste, a trip to the kiosk can be a serious 
responsibility.

A small child appears at the counter with a few coins 
in one hand and very precise instructions stored 
somewhere in their head. One packet of noodles. Two 
sachets of coffee. Maybe a bottle of water. And, most 
importantly, the correct change.

There is often no written list. No phone reminder. Just 
confidence.

The child states the order, waits patiently, and watches 
every item being collected. If something is unavailable, 
this creates a moment of careful consideration. A 
substitute cannot simply be chosen. There are rules. 
Brands matter. Sizes matter. Someone at home is 
expecting exactly what was requested.

Sometimes the shopkeeper already knows.

“Your mother wants the usual one?”

A nod confirms everything.

Then comes the money. Coins are counted. Change is 
checked. The purchase is gathered into a small plastic 
bag, and the mission is almost complete.

But there may also be a message to deliver. Someone 
owes fifty cents. Someone will pay tomorrow. Tell 
your auntie the bread has arrived. Suddenly, the child 
is not just a customer but part of the neighbourhood 
communication network.

Then they head home, usually with the calm expression 
of someone who has done this many times before.

For adults watching, it can seem like a tiny errand.

For the child, it is independence, responsibility and trust 
— all packed into one short walk to the shop.

And whatever happens, they had better not forget the 
change.

Guide Post
(part of the Ce'mill Group) 

To advertise in our magazine or on our websites
call, send a WhatsApp to (+670) 7726 7160 
or email advertising@guideposttimor.com

Deadline for Advertising Changes for the next Edition: 20th September 2026.
Visit our office: Guide Post Unipessoal, LDA.  
Ce'Mill Printing & Advertisement Building

Sede dos Assosiasaun dos Veteranos iha Taibessi, Díli, Timor-Leste
Facebook: Guide Post Magazine

 You can read the latest edition of our magazine online 
or download a PDF copy at https://www.guideposttimor.com/

Check out our Timor-Leste Accommodation & Business Register website at: 
https://www.easttimor-timorleste.com/ 

Website advertising enquiries: websites@easttimor-timorleste.com

•	 1st of November – All Saints Day (fixed date public holiday)

•	 2nd of November – All Souls Day (fixed date public holiday)

•	 3rd of November – National Women's Day (fixed date public holiday)

FROM THE EDITOR  
Welcome to the September 2026 edition of Guide Post

This month marks a very special milestone for the magazine, as Guide Post 
celebrates its 20th anniversary. First published in September 2006, the magazine 
has now reached Edition 238 and has been part of life in Timor-Leste for two 
decades.

This edition also marks a milestone for me personally, as it will be the final edition 
of Guide Post that I am involved with. I took over running the magazine in 2018, 
and after eight years, its 20th anniversary feels like the right time to pass the baton 
to a new team, with fresh ideas and new energy to take Guide Post into its next 
chapter.

A lot has changed over those eight years. Guide Post continued through the 
challenges of COVID, changing business conditions and a media landscape that 
has evolved considerably. Through it all, I have been very happy to play a part 
in keeping the magazine going and ensuring it has remained available, free of 
charge, to readers across Dili and beyond.

One of the things I have valued most has been the opportunity Guide Post has 
given us to highlight the many positive stories and developments happening in 
Timor-Leste. In a world where negative stories so often dominate the headlines, 
it has been rewarding to share stories about people, organisations, businesses, 
projects, achievements and events that are contributing to the country and its 
communities.

This month continues that tradition, with stories covering health, conservation, 
education, development and some of the interesting people and journeys that 
continue to make Timor-Leste such a unique place.

I would also like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank everyone who has 
helped Guide Post along the way: our contributors, photographers, current and 
past employees, the many businesses and organisations that distribute and display 
the magazine, and of course everyone who has picked up a copy and read it over 
the years. Guide Post could not have continued for 20 years without that collective 
support.

A particularly sincere thank you goes to our advertisers. Their support is what has 
allowed Guide Post to remain a free magazine, and I hope readers will continue to 
support the businesses and organisations that make each edition possible.

I wish the new team every success and hope Guide Post continues to inform, 
entertain and highlight the positive stories of Timor-Leste for many years to come.

Signing off from Guide Post for the final time,

Cheers!

Dan Conroy 
General Manager - Guide Post

Fun with AI

Guide Post Magazine

Upcoming TL National Holidays
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On April 20, Jafet Potenzo Lopes was surveying the south coast of 
Manatuto municipality, in Timor-Leste, when he recorded something 
he had not seen in years: three Timor green pigeons, alive, in a 
location where the species had never been documented before.

Lopes is one of Timor-Leste’s few field ecologists. He was born and 
raised in the village of Com, inside Nino Konis Santana National Park 
— the last place on Earth where a viable population of this species, 
Treron psittaceus, still survives. He has spent more than a decade 
walking through forests, coastal habitats and mountains across the 
country, documenting what remains.

“Rediscovering the Timor green pigeon was one of the most emotional 
moments of my life,” he says. “I was almost crying when I saw them in 
the wild. In my heart and mind, I kept saying, ‘Yes, yes, they still exist.’”

Researchers estimate that only 100-500 Timor green pigeons remain 
globally, and believe the true number is probably toward the lower 
end of that range.

“Seeing them alive gave me hope,” Lopes says. But despite decades 
of concern for the endangered bird, the species still lacks a dedicated 
recovery program, regular population monitoring and sustained 
conservation investment.

T. psittaceus inhabits the lowland forests of Timor, a Southeast Asian 
island divided between Timor-Leste and the Indonesian region of West 
Timor. Less than 10% of the island’s original forest cover remains. A 
recent survey of the species published in the journal Oryx, the most 
comprehensive ever conducted, compiled more than two decades’ 
worth of field observations and concluded that the Timor green 
pigeon has likely disappeared from Indonesia almost entirely. The 
remaining population is concentrated in Timor-Leste, with its last 
viable stronghold in the forests of Lautém district and Nino Konis 
Santana National Park.

Colin Trainor, the study’s lead author and a researcher at Charles 
Darwin University in Australia, has spent more than 1,400 field days 
surveying the species across its range. During his doctoral fieldwork 
in the early 2000s in what later became Nino Konis Santana National 
Park, he recorded the species almost daily — an abundance that, he 
later acknowledged, may have given him an overly optimistic view of 
its status. Years passed without a targeted survey. It was only at a 
subsequent IUCN assessment that other observers reported very few 
records in areas where the bird was expected to occur. Trainor went 
back through his own data. His last record outside Lautém district 
was 22 years ago.

On Rote Island, once part of the species’ Indonesian range, Trainor 
made his only record in 2004. In 2025, just two individual birds were 
spotted there on separate occasions, on an island where the species 
once occurred regularly.

Timor green pigeon nears extinction after decades 
of inaction, study warns

by Timothy Mihocik
“Functional extinction does not mean that a species has disappeared 
completely,” Trainor says. “Rather, it means that the remaining 
population is so small and fragmented that it is no longer playing a 
meaningful ecological role and has little realistic chance of maintaining 
a self-sustaining population without intervention.”

The primary driver of the collapse was not habitat loss alone, though 
the forests are nearly gone. Repeated, largely unaddressed hunting 
of a bird that often does not flee from the sound of a gun has done 
the rest.

The Timor green pigeon feeds in flocks, gathering in fruiting trees 
in groups that can number in the dozens. Hunters in eastern Timor-
Leste call them “deaf.” When gunfire breaks out, the birds sometimes 
continue feeding. They have not learned to fear the sound of their 
own extinction.

Lopes, a co-author of the new study, witnessed this firsthand. Between 
the ages of 7 and 9, he watched as his uncles and cousins hunted 
Timor green pigeons with air guns in their native village of Com, inside 
what is now the national park. In a single 30-minute session, in two 
trees, they killed 60-70 birds, he estimates. “My uncle said it’s easy 
to shoot a lot of them in one tree within 30 minutes,” Lopes says. “But 
now he has never seen one.”

This curious behavioral trait provides a clue to what the true driving 
force is behind their rapid decline. Unlike many hunted species, these 
birds never developed a strong avoidance response to humans. A 
bird that has not learned to flee from the sound of a gunshot is one 
that remains especially vulnerable to hunting pressure.

And if the Timor green pigeon is lost to hunting, the people of Timor-
Leste will lose far more than just a species of bird.

A Timor green pigeon is seen on Apr. 20, 2026 during a Conservation International 
wetland survey on the south coast of Timor-Leste. Image courtesy of Jafet Potenzo Lopes

A Timor green pigeon is seen in Valu Beach, in the Lautem area of Timor-Leste.  
Image courtesy of James Eaton/Birdtour Asia Leaders.

For generations, the Timor green pigeon occupied a place in Timorese 
cultural life that extended beyond the forest. Its call appears in 
traditional poetry and oral storytelling, and birds have long served as 
symbols within local culture. During the struggle for independence 
from Indonesia, resistance fighters frequently adopted bird names as 
noms de guerre — among them Berliku, a fighter whose nickname, 
meaning “a bird that sings every morning,” was given to him by 
independence leader Xanana Gusmão because he liked to sing 
during lulls in fighting, according to Al Jazeera reporting on Timor-
Leste resistance music.

In Timor-Leste, customary law known as lulik — and in the Fataluku 
dialect of Lautém, Alivana Iteini, a term describing places, objects, 
and natural features protected by customary beliefs and ancestral 
spiritual values — designates sacred forests, springs and coastal 
areas protected by the authority of clans that have stewarded them for 
centuries. Lopes has lived among these forests his entire life: stands 
of large trees intact not because of any conservation program from 
on high, but because the local community considers them inviolable.
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Source: https://news.mongabay.com/2026/08/timor-green-pigeon-nears-extinction-after-decades-of-inaction-study-warns/

This has already existed since our ancestors’ time,” he says. “It was 
meant to preserve and protect the habitat for young generations, even 
before the concept of modern conservation existed.”

Rather than creating an entirely new conservation model, these 
customary systems could provide a culturally rooted foundation for 
protecting the Timor green pigeon’s remaining habitat. Lopes says 
that foundation already exists.

“While the customary system is not perfect,” he says, “the 
demonstration of conservation is not a foreign concept in Timor-Leste.”

That existing conservation ethic may be especially important because 
the primary threat facing the Timor green pigeon is one that can 
still be addressed. Unlike the loss of an entire forest ecosystem, 
hunting pressure is concentrated among a relatively small number of 
communities, creating an opportunity for targeted conservation action.

Alex Berryman, head of IUCN Red List assessments for BirdLife 
International in Asia and a co-author of the Oryx study, has spent time 
thinking about why that cultural infrastructure has not been enough 
to save the bird thus far. In his experience, it is rarely the level of 
threat alone that determines whether a species receives attention 
and resources.

“Public appeal matters, as does whether a species overlaps with 
an already-funded landscape or a charismatic flagship species, 
the accessibility of its habitat, and crucially whether there are local 
champions and institutions with the capacity to carry out the work,” 
he says.

The Timor green pigeon, he wrote in a message, is “far from the most 
aesthetic or charismatic” even among the world’s pigeons and doves. 
Most of its remaining individuals live in a country that, he suspects, 
“few westerners could point to on a map.”

The proposed uplisting from endangered to critically endangered 
could shift that calculus. But Berryman draws a careful line between 
designation and action. “Uplists do not trigger action automatically — 
the category is a flag that raises a species’ profile and underscores 
the urgency with which it needs help, but whether this translates into 
resources still depends entirely on people and institutions choosing 
to act on it.”

José Teixeira served as secretary of state for environment and tourism 
in Timor-Leste and now practices environmental law in Dili, the capital. 
He does not excuse the inaction, but he contextualizes it. During 
his time in government in the early 2000s, the entire environment 
ministry operated on an annual budget of approximately $100,000. 
Government investment has since increased substantially, but 
resources alone have not translated into species-level conservation.

“The challenge today is not primarily the absence of laws,” he says. “It 
is ensuring those laws can be effectively implemented and enforced.”

Timor-Leste now has a modern conservation framework — the 
Environmental Basic Law, the Protected Areas Law, the Biodiversity 
Law — but turning legal powers into field-level action requires 
specialist capacity and community partnerships that have been slow 
to develop.

Teixeira sees the path forward in the same place the researchers do: 
in the communities where the bird still lives.

“Conservation in Timor-Leste works best when modern environmental 
regulation is combined with traditional community mechanisms,” he 
says. “A government response that treats local communities only 
as subjects of regulation will be weaker than one that makes them 
partners in conservation.”

Trainor shares that view. He points to a model from elsewhere in 
Asia where former hunters were employed as citizen scientists, 
transforming their knowledge of local forests into a conservation asset. 
He says the green pigeon can still be saved — but only if hunting 
pressure is reduced quickly through community-based engagement.

“A combination of education, law enforcement, and community-based 
conservation measures may prove most effective,” he says. “But 
management of hunters is currently the key.”

Mongabay contacted Timor-Leste’s Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Livestock and Forestry for comment but received no response.

“Without action, Timor green pigeon will almost certainly go extinct,” 
Berryman says. “For me it’s a reminder that the gap between knowing 
a species is threatened and actually doing something about it can 
persist for decades. This bird has been listed as threatened with 
extinction since 2000 with little targeted action to show for it.”

“My country is now carrying a global responsibility,” Lopes says. 
“Because we can’t lose one of the species that Mother Nature gave 
to us. If it disappears from Timor-Leste, it also disappears from our 
planet. No second chance.

“The future of the Timor green pigeon will not only be decided by local 
and international scientists or the Timor-Leste government,” he adds. 
“It will be decided by whether the world chooses to support people 
on the ground like me who are fighting to protect what remains.”

Paitchau Mountain rises above the forest in the Malahara area of Timor-Leste’s Nino Konis 
Santana National Park, seen during a bird survey in 2019. Image courtesy of Jafet Potenzo Lopes.

A research team led by Colin Trainor hikes through the Vero forest of Nino Konis Santana 
National Park, Timor-Leste, during a bird survey in 2019. Image courtesy of Jafet Potenzo Lopes.

Citations:
Trainor, C. R., Lopes, J. P., Pinto, P., Pinto, R. M., & Berryman, 
A. J. (2026). The Timor green pigeon Treron psittaceus of 
eastern Indonesia and Timor-Leste may be on the verge of 
extinction. Oryx, 1-11. doi:10.1017/S0030605326102877

Credits: Philip Jacobson - Editor

 
Mongabay relies on its readers’ support to report impactful 
stories on environmental issues that otherwise go untold.

Visit: https://mongabay.org/  
to read more stories and donate.



General Knowledge
1.	 First produced in 1981, what is Boeing's largest single-aisle passenger aircraft?

2.	 Which Australian city is named after the Governor of New South Wales (1821-25)?

3.	 Which Roman god of love is the son of Venus and husband of Psyche?

4.	 The Australian continent has how many time zones?

5.	 The Hamilton-Norwood scale measures the progression of which male problem?

6.	 What is the largest inhabited castle in the world?

7.	 Raf Ravenscroft played the sax solo on which big 1978 hit?

8.	 Bakery chain Greggs opened during the 1930s in which city?

9.	 Louis Mountbatten opened which theme park on May 24, 1979?

10.	 Wilson Carlile founded which religious organisation in 1882?

11.	 Ernst Lindemann was killed in 1941 as the captain of which battleship?

12.	 Now extinct, the huia was which country's largest species of wattlebird?

13.	 Robert Cornelius is credited with taking the first of which 
photos in 1839?

14.	 The internet abbreviation TL;DR stands for what?

15.	 Which Florentine museum houses Michelangelo's sculptures 
Bacchus and Brutus?

16.	 Aqua regia is a mixture of which two acids?

17.	 Commonly found in American football players, which disease 
is known as CTE?

18.	 The horse Quiz won which Classic race in 1801?

19.	 Peter Oborne's book Wounded Tiger is a history of cricket in 
which country?

20.	 Name the pictured star of musical theatre -
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QUICK CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
Solution on page 20

THE TIMES SUDOKU
Solution on page 20

QUICK CROSSWORD
Solution on page 20

‘THE TIMES’ QUIZ
Solution on page 20

Down: 

1.   Sound made by top dog from China (4) 
2.   Extremely scenic river for Liverpudlian (6) 
3.   Judge joining posh politician in spring (4) 
4.   Fare for those getting on — in dining car? (5,2,6) 
5.   When idle set about making capital (3,5) 
6.   Pans arriving at the last minute on board (6) 
7.   Old member of family — sort struggling with cane (8) 
12. Turtle heading for pond in country (8) 
13. Thoroughly old-fashioned Tories (8) 
16. Unfortunate target of two small boys (6) 
18. Embarrassing mistake ending in uproar for boss (6) 
20. Expression of irritation when famous actor is shown up (4) 
21. Right to resort to cunning plan (4)

Across: 
8.   Rule out former piece of evidence involving diamonds (7) 
9.   Rejected girl I ditched for another one (5) 
10. Provide punchline finally with joke (5) 
11. Attlee upset about daughter — girl behaving badly (7) 
12. Artist needing to draw game (7) 
14. Composer that's unknown in table (5) 
15. Metal pin taken from car I've towed (5) 
17. Footballer going round hospital — one always complaining 

(7) 
19. Record Collection of vicar he put in order (7) 
20. Send both ways (5) 
22. National flower, Honduran originally (5) 
23. Post for characters such as landlords (7)

Across:
3.   (I/he) existed (3) 
8.   One of the Muses (5) 
9.   Shrove Tuesday fare (7) 
10. Relating to knowledge (7) 
11. Astonish (5) 
12. Seafarer (6) 
14. Up in a plane (6) 
15. Water-heater (6) 
17. Sitting room (6) 
20. Self-sacrificing member of Scott's 

Antarctic team (5) 
21. Moving mechanically (7) 
24. Type of hard paint (7) 
25. Stage entertainment (5) 
26. Apparatus (3)

Down:
1.   Mountain (4) 
2.   Derek —, actor (6) 
3.   Medicinal plant (4) 
4.   Interstellar region (5) 
5.   Incised design (8) 
6.   African country (6) 
7.   Fish-eating bird (3,5) 
12. Addition of not all figures (8) 
13. Exaggerated (8) 
16. One after another (2,4) 
18. Casually chat (6) 
19. Rough path (5) 
22. Ink mark (4) 
23. Marine bivalve (4)

Crossword Notes:
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Free Business & Trade Register
Dili’s biggest 
goods and services register 
go online to 
www.easttimor-timorleste.com

Dili’s biggest 
goods and services register 

go online to 
www.easttimor-timorleste.com

Konnekto                             7727 3462     32S

Concept Construction          7830 3961    29Q
East Timor Roofing             7761 2005
EDS                                     7723 0880     26P     

AH Public Accountants     7592 0999      34T
CC Business Solutions         331 0963      30S
Haksolok Consult              7732 8580       
JJJ Associates              7372 9717
LEAO Accountant Service 7731 8658      2K       
Primos Bo’ot  7831 8131      39S

Accountants & 
Audit Services

Auto Services
Products

Bridgestone                       7706 8725      21G 
City Auto Lda   7571  1111 35S
VSL Oilchem (Timor) Lda   331 2345

Timor Plaza Hotel & Apart.    331 3288      30S
Venture Hotel                    7338 2476      20L

Banks - Finance

Gas
VIP Gas           7315 0000Clinics - Pharmacy

Florists & Flower Shop

MAP
REF

MAP
REF

MAP
REF

MAP
REF

Airlines (Areas-Aviaun) 

Aero Dili   7888 8444
GSA Timor Airways             7724 1156

Accommodation

ANZ Bank     330 6157  30S

BNCTL     213 0015

BNU Bank     330 0000  10H

BRI Bank     331 1372  8H

MoneyGram   7761 1000  3E

Mandiri Bank     331 7777  10H

Western Union Dili   332 1586  6G

Western Union Baucau        7724 0897

333 Clinica   7733 3804  35T
Flodova Clinic 1 7737 3727
Flodova Clinic 2 Timor Plaza 7777 2778

Employment Agency

Engineering
Construction

Esset                                  7732 8814      27S            
H2O Pump & Power  7726 4616  26N
Performance Construction   7725 2525     30S
RMS                                    7723 0540     27N

Ce’Mill Flores  7389 3811  
Hermosa Flowers  7311 2700  31U

Holiqun Unip. LDA (GREE AC) 7713 9266  30S
ESSET     331 7019  27R
JB Electrical                        7726 4000

EDS                                    7723 0880      26P
City Auto Lda   7470 0000  35S

Importers - Vehicles

Bay View Hills Residence  7728 6630
Beachside Hotel                7750 2184      56Y
City 8                                 7391 8899      29O
Hotel Timor                           332 4502      7H
JL World Hotel  7378 7195
Lauhata Beach Escape      7740 1111
Oceanview Beach Hotel  7723 6041 29W
Plaza Hotel                        7723 2438      17J
Pousada Casa Do Sandalo       7857 2595      18I
Terra Santa Residence     7320 2020      24S

ASEAN Resto (JL World)     7389 8803      56Z

Beachside                    7750 2184      56Y

Castaway Bar                     7733 9000      35T

Caz Bar                               7723 3961     56Y

Continental Resto (JL World) 7389 8803     56Y

Dili Club                               7723 3149

El Legendario                        331 0005      43T

Golden Star Restaurant       7723 3838     19F

Hotel Timor                             332 4502      7H

Lauhata Beach Escape        7740 1111  

Naris Restaurant                 7847 6019      34T

Spooners                             7732 4752      31V

Venture Restaurant  7338 2476   20L

Wabisabi   7362 7788 30S

Bar-Cafe-Restaurant

Delicious Bakery 7723 3415 30S
Lucky Cake House                332 2536      12E

Bakery Shop (Paderia) MAP
REF

Tjing Fa Ho   7838 5034
Trakindo Leste / CAT Dealer  331 2308

Motor Mechanics
Auto Vision                       7725 0018      32R
City Auto Lda   7570 0000      35S
Compass Marine & Mechanical 7723 0967 26N
Rentlo Service Centre 7742 7729      26S
Toyota Auto Timor Leste       332 4465      29S

Pest Control (Kontrola Peste) 

Printing
(Impresaun Publikasaun)

Ce’Mill Printing  7865 6589
Instant Shop                     7729 2200
Silk Printing  7725 0080

Professional Pest Control  331 3003  35S
San Car Pest Control  331 0606  25Q

Nursing (Enfermagem)

Timor Private Nursing Service   7854 3129

Salon / Hair

Skincare / Beauty / 
Cosmetics

Harmony Spa & Salon 7737 2868
Hair Spa                            7730 5045      17J

Rental 
(Car, 4x4, Boat)

Compass Boat Charter    7723 0964 
EDS Car Rentals             7723 0880      26P
E-Silva Car Rentals               332 5055      29S

Removals (Muda Sasan)

JVK                                   7723 5784      29R    
D&N Movers                     7747 0203      28T  

Shipping Import Export

Security Guards & 
Patrol Services

Vehicle Sales

GARDAMOR Security        7725 0880     33S
Maubere Security               7723 2908     30S
Sentinel Group                   7856 2836     33Q

ANL Timor                             331 0162      27Q
ASL Logistik  7476 1919
Crossland Shipping    331 0261

Azad Autos   7592 0999
Autozone Unipessoal Lda  7588 8999  33S
Best Company Lda    331 3338  31U
City Auto Lda   7670 0000  35S
EDS   7723 0880  26P
Tokyo Vehicle Lda. 7751 3555  33R
United Auto Lda                   7726 7551

Translation - Tutoring
Oasis Translations  7853 8353  35T
SDC Translation  7736 9693
SIMTRAS Translation Unit 7833 8882
Tetun-English-Tetun  7729 7567

Dili Vet Clinic                       7723 3792

Vet Clinics (Klinika Animal)

DHL Express      7377 7333
D&N Movers                     7747 0203      28T
JVK International Movers  7723 5784      29Q
Mariana Express Lines    331 0241
Meratus Line                     7733 8547

Want your 
customers to 
find your
business 

easily?

Email:
advertising@

guideposttimor.com

Single line 
entry FREE

Logo inserts 
from just $10 
per month.

Register it 
here

 FREE 
with a Map 
Reference.

Optic
Flodova Farma Optic  7737 3727

Abeeha-Aziz Fashion  7592 0999

HauTimor Fashion Brand 7888 8777

Mag&Co Fashion  7828 2828 

Boutique / Fashion
Mag&Co Beauty 7828 2828

Arbiru Beach Resort          7751 3024      29W
Ataúro Dive Resort            7738 6166
Balibo Fort Hotel 7777 4845

Think Forward Consulting  7770 7780
Vicenteamaro Consulting 7701 5921 

Electrical & A/C
ClimaSimões                        7824 0690

Tel: +670 7824 0690     
climasimoes@gmail.com

DAIKIN AC EXPERT

- AIR CONDITIONING
- REFRIGERATION

- ELECTRICITY
- SOLAR SYSTEMS

- GENERAL MAINTENANCE

Instruments & Music

Tarkastamo LdM                   7349 3655

Insurance (Seguru) 

Federal Insurance Timor     331 0098       9G
Sinar Mas                            331 0899      17J

Tour & Travel
Island Explorer Holidays 7707 3199

HOTEL & RESIDENCE 
TIMOR LODGE

Every Friday at 7pm - 11pm is 
Happy Hour & Open Karaoke

Security Systems 
& Services

Inovar4        331  4444    28S
Ruswin  7368 1099

FMCC 24 Hours Pharmacy  7585 7585
Kura Hao     331 0801  1H
National Eye Centre           331 0415
Ordem de Malta    331 0117

NTECH              331 1127      40O    
Quantech    331 1280     33Q
Zeon International  7729 7888

Computers & 
Electronics

Education (Edukasaun)

Ba Futuru Pre School  7724 6022  25S
Dili International School  7733 9090  30T
ISAT Training                       7343 0000 
JSU                       7830 2225
Pelican Grammar School 7564 1138  
QSI International School   332 2389 35S
SIS Dili  7681 6812 

Electrical & A/C
TBS LDA.                         7701 1777

Timor-Leste’s Authorised 
Daikin Distributor

Air-conditioning Systems 

TBS LDADAIKIN

Rua de Hudi Laran, Bedik Hun, Bairro Pite,
 Dili, Timor-Leste 

Motor Mechanics
A1 Services                      7723 0607      42O

Law Firms (Firma Lei)

ABREU e CC Advog.        7844 2999      30S
Correia Barradas Advog.  7781 7535      2F
CRA Timor                          7818 8627      40S
Wong Alliance                   7724 8006      30S
JLA, Advog. e Consultores  7772 0101  

Marine Services
Beni-Marine                          7777 7153 
Compass Marine & Mechanical  7723 0967     26N

Bridgestone                   7706 8725
City Auto Lda (Hankook)  7571 1111  35S

MAXXIS                 7724 6804

Tyres for Sale

HOURS

Loke 24 Horas 7 Dias

•Specialist Doctor Consultation 
•Emergency 24 hours
•Pharmacy 24 hours
•Optic 24 hours
•Ambulance Service
•Home Service
•Medical Australia Visa Service 

Contact us

7777-2778

Visit us 
FLODOVA CLINIC TIMOR PLAZA

2nd floor (top of Jacks shop) CBD 10 Unit 201-203

BRINGING HOPE                  CARE & EXCELLENCE
CLINICFLODOVA

since 2005

Want your 
customers to 
find your
business 

easily?

Register it 
here

 FREE 
with a Map 
Reference.



14 www.guideposttimor.comGuide Post Magazine

EXPRESS DISTRIBUTION SERVICE
“Serving East Timor Since 1999”

email: edssales7@gmail.com      www.eds-timorleste.com
ph: (+670) 7723 0880, 7723 0881, 7723 0883

Comoro 

“Good Cars. Clean, comfortable and well maintained.”

CAR RENTALS

Long and 
short term 
hire rates. 

We are 
flexible and 

happy to 
negotiate.

Vehicles 
available 
with local 

drivers

43

21

READY FOLDABLE 
CONTAINERSAVAILABLE 

NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT +670 7723 0883

“READY EARTHMOVING EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE”
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Comoro. 

PLANT HIRE
Hydraulic hose repair and replacement service also available. 

We have a large inventory of hoses and fittings in stock

PLANT HIRE

Hourly, Daily or Weekly

EXPRESS DISTRIBUTION SERVICE

“Serving East Timor Since 1999”

ph: (+670)  7723 0880
   7723 0881 7723 0883

em: edssales5@gmail.com
www.eds-timorleste.com

Crane XCMG
XCT60_Y available

 for hire.
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P.O. Box 422, 
Dili Post Office

Facsmile: +670 3313476
Phone: +670 3317019
www.essettimor.com

1. No job too big or too small.
2. Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and Data specialists.

3. Only licenced Australian electrician in Dili, Electrical Licence 
    No 57880, Electrical Contractors No 77239.

4. Esset is a joint Timorese/Australian owned company and has been 
    in Timor since 2000.

5. All materials used are sourced from Australia.

email: alister@essettimor.com or marceesset@yahoo.com.au
Phone: 7732 8814 27R

+670 73 20 20 20
Address: Avenida da Restauração Comoro, Dili Timor-Leste 25S

TERRA SANTA
RESIDENCE
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These are Employment Matters, which matter to all of us!
In the previous edition, we explored the newest generation entering the workplace and the fresh perspectives, 
expectations, and skills they bring to an increasingly diverse workforce. Their arrival reminds us that the workplace 
is not only a place where we contribute our skills, but also where we learn from others, exchange ideas, and build 
meaningful connections. As our workplaces become more diverse and interconnected, the relationships we build can 
play an equally important role in shaping our career success. 

Networking is much more than knowing the right people. Effective networking is about building genuine professional 
relationships, exchanging knowledge, learning from others, and creating opportunities together.

Why Does Networking Matter?
Not every career opportunity is advertised publicly. Opportunities can emerge through conversations, professional events, referrals, alumni 
networks, conferences, professional associations, and informal introductions. 

A strong professional network can help you:

For any questions, please email us at info@konnekto.com. Your inquiries inspire us 
to create fresh and informative content! Or if you are looking for a job, please send 

your application to apply@konnekto.com.

EMPLOYMENT MATTERS!
Edition #71 - 'Networking Strategies for Career Success'

	● Discover career opportunities and industry information.
	● Learn from people with different experiences.
	● Find mentors and professional role models.

	● Build your professional reputation and visibility.
	● Exchange knowledge and ideas.
	● Connect employers with potential talent.

Platforms such as LinkedIn can help you maintain these relationships, but online connections are most valuable when supported by genuine 
professional engagement.

Networking Across Generations
Today's workplaces increasingly bring together people from different generations and career stages. Networking provides an opportunity to learn 
across these differences.

Younger professionals may bring fresh perspectives, digital skills, and new approaches to work. 
More experienced professionals can offer institutional knowledge, practical experience, and valuable career insights.

Instead of seeing generational differences as barriers, we can use professional relationships to encourage two-way learning, mentoring, and 
knowledge transfer.

Give Before You Ask
Good networking is not about asking, “What can this person do for me?”
A better question is: “What value can we create for each other?”
You can share useful information, introduce people who may benefit from knowing each other, congratulate someone on an achievement, offer 
your expertise, or simply stay in touch.

Professional relationships become stronger when they are based on mutual respect, trust, and genuine interest rather than immediate personal 
benefit.

Make Networking Part of Your Career Strategy
Whether you are starting your career, looking for a new opportunity, changing industries, or developing professionally, 
networking should be a long-term career practice.

Start small. Attend an event. Join a professional association. Reconnect with a former colleague. Reach out to 
someone whose career you admire. Participate in professional discussions. Most importantly, stay connected.

Your next opportunity may not come from someone offering you a job today. It may come from someone you meet, 
learn from, support, or stay connected with along the way.

Your network is not simply a list of contacts. It is a community of relationships that can grow with your career.

For employers, networking can also create access to a broader and more diverse talent pool.

Networking is More Than Collecting Contacts
One common mistake is treating networking as a numbers game, collecting business cards or increasing the number of LinkedIn connections.
A meaningful professional relationship begins with genuine interest. 

	● ask questions
	● listen to people's experiences
	● share knowledge, and
	● follow up after meeting someone. 

A simple message after an event can turn a brief introduction into a lasting professional connection.
Most importantly, networking should not begin only when you are looking for a job or when you need something. 
The best time to build your network is before you need it.

Start With the Network You Already Have
You may already have a larger professional network than you realise.
Think about: 

	● former classmates
	● university alumni
	● current and former colleagues
	● supervisors

	● clients
	● professional associations
	● community organisations
	● and people you have met through training, conferences, 

or other professional activities.
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AVISO 
 

AVISA-SE PELO PRESENTE que a marca 

CAUTIONARY NOTICE 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the trademark  

  

  
  

é propriedade de is a trademark owned by 
  

HUNAN KOUWEIWANG GROUP CO., LTD HUNAN KOUWEIWANG GROUP CO., LTD 
A corporação organizada e existente sob as leis da China A corporation organized and existing under the laws of China 

  
domiciliado na having its head-office at 

  

No.68 Ziyang East Road,  Ziyang District, No.68 Ziyang East Road,  Ziyang District, 
Yiyang City, Hunan ,China Yiyang City, Hunan ,China 

  
e que a mesma marca é usada para assinalar os 
seguintes produtos/serviços: 

and that the same trademark is used for the following 
products/services: 

  
Ovos; bagaço de feijão; frutas enlatadas; geléias de frutas; 
areca processada; nozes refinados; confecção; carne; 
alimentos à base de peixe; legumes.- na classe 29. 

Eggs; bean curd goods; canned fruits; fruit jellies; processed 
areca; refined nuts; confection; meat; fish-based foodstuffs; 
vegetables.- in Class 29. 

  
Café; chá; goma de mascar; querida; Petiscos à base de 
cereais; pão recheado cozido no vapor; Macarrão; amido 
para alimentos; molho de soja; temperos.- na classe 30. 

Coffee; tea; chewing gum; honey; cereal-based snack food; 
steamed stuffed bun; noodles; starch for food; soya sauce; 
seasonings.- in Class 30. 

  
Noz de betel fresca; fruta; legumes; árvores; grãos [cereais]; 
plantas; animais vivos; sementes de plantas; forragem; areia 
aromática [cama] para animais de estimação.- na classe 31. 

Fresh betel nut; fruit; vegetables; trees; grains [cereals]; 
plants; live animals; plant seeds; fodder; aromatic sand 
[litter] for pets.- in Class 31. 

  
Propaganda; administração comercial do licenciamento de 
bens e serviços de terceiros; Fornecimento de informações 
comerciais através de websites; promoção de vendas para 
terceiros, serviços de agências de importação e exportação, 
consultoria de gestão de pessoal; serviços de relocalização 
para empresas, serviços de secretariado; contabilidade; 
pesquisa de patrocínio.- na classe 35. 

Advertising; commercial administration of the licensing of the 
goods and services of others; providing business information 
via websites; sales promotion for others, import-export 
agency services, personnel management consultancy; 
relocation services for businesses， secretarial services; 
accounting; sponsorship search.- in Class 35. 

  
AVISA-SE TAMBÉM que serão adaptados 
procedimentos legais contra toda e qualquer entidade 
que utilize a referida marca ou quaisquer imitações da 
mesma, ou que, por qualquer outro modo, infrinja os 
direitos da referida sociedade. 

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be 
taken against any person or company who uses said 
trademark or any imitation thereof or who otherwise 
infringes the rights of said company. 

  
Para mais informações, por favor contacte: 
Vision IP LAW 
Email : wlee@visioniplaw.cn 

For further information, please contact: 
Vision IP LAW 
Email : wlee@visioniplaw.cn 

 

AVISO 
 

AVISA-SE PELO PRESENTE que a marca 

CAUTIONARY NOTICE 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the trademark  

  

  
  

é propriedade de is a trademark owned by 
  

HUNAN KOUWEIWANG GROUP CO., LTD HUNAN KOUWEIWANG GROUP CO., LTD 
A corporação organizada e existente sob as leis da China A corporation organized and existing under the laws of China 

  
domiciliado na having its head-office at 

  

No.68 Ziyang East Road,  Ziyang District, No.68 Ziyang East Road,  Ziyang District, 
Yiyang City, Hunan ,China Yiyang City, Hunan ,China 

  
e que a mesma marca é usada para assinalar os 
seguintes produtos/serviços: 

and that the same trademark is used for the following 
products/services: 

  
Ovos; bagaço de feijão; frutas enlatadas; geléias de frutas; 
areca processada; nozes refinados; confecção; carne; 
alimentos à base de peixe; legumes.- na classe 29. 

Eggs; bean curd goods; canned fruits; fruit jellies; processed 
areca; refined nuts; confection; meat; fish-based foodstuffs; 
vegetables.- in Class 29. 

  
Café; chá; goma de mascar; querida; Petiscos à base de 
cereais; pão recheado cozido no vapor; Macarrão; amido 
para alimentos; molho de soja; temperos.- na classe 30. 

Coffee; tea; chewing gum; honey; cereal-based snack food; 
steamed stuffed bun; noodles; starch for food; soya sauce; 
seasonings.- in Class 30. 

  
Noz de betel fresca; fruta; legumes; árvores; grãos [cereais]; 
plantas; animais vivos; sementes de plantas; forragem; areia 
aromática [cama] para animais de estimação.- na classe 31. 

Fresh betel nut; fruit; vegetables; trees; grains [cereals]; 
plants; live animals; plant seeds; fodder; aromatic sand 
[litter] for pets.- in Class 31. 

  
Propaganda; administração comercial do licenciamento de 
bens e serviços de terceiros; Fornecimento de informações 
comerciais através de websites; promoção de vendas para 
terceiros, serviços de agências de importação e exportação, 
consultoria de gestão de pessoal; serviços de relocalização 
para empresas, serviços de secretariado; contabilidade; 
pesquisa de patrocínio.- na classe 35. 

Advertising; commercial administration of the licensing of the 
goods and services of others; providing business information 
via websites; sales promotion for others, import-export 
agency services, personnel management consultancy; 
relocation services for businesses， secretarial services; 
accounting; sponsorship search.- in Class 35. 

  
AVISA-SE TAMBÉM que serão adaptados 
procedimentos legais contra toda e qualquer entidade 
que utilize a referida marca ou quaisquer imitações da 
mesma, ou que, por qualquer outro modo, infrinja os 
direitos da referida sociedade. 

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be 
taken against any person or company who uses said 
trademark or any imitation thereof or who otherwise 
infringes the rights of said company. 

  
Para mais informações, por favor contacte: 
Vision IP LAW 
Email : wlee@visioniplaw.cn 

For further information, please contact: 
Vision IP LAW 
Email : wlee@visioniplaw.cn 
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TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
IN

TIMOR-LESTE
BIRKENSTOCK IP GMBH, a German company, of Burg 
Ockenfels, 53545 Linz am Rhein, Germany, does hereby 
provide notice that it claims proprietorship of the trade 
marks

in relation to:

Clothing; headgear; footwear; gloves [clothing]; 
shirts; trousers; sweaters; scarves; socks; tights; 
t-shirts; shoes; sneakers; flat shoes; mountaineering 
boots; deck shoes; slippers; bath slippers; sandals; 
boots; half-boots; pumps [footwear]; high-heeled 
shoes; work shoes; inner soles.

Applicant cautions that any use of the trade marks or any 
confusingly similar trade marks in relation to any of these 
goods or similar goods, would be seen as infringement of 
their rights and that they will take such action deemed 
necessary to protect those rights.

BIRKENSTOCK IP GMBH can be contacted care 
of their address for service:

AJ Park, Level 22, Aon Centre, 1 Willis Street, 
Wellington 6011, New Zealand

mail@ajpark.com

BIRKENSTOCK

TRADE MARK 
TIMOR-LESTE

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that Quanzhou Jiahua 
Sanitary Articles Co., Ltd., a Chinese company, with the 
address at Heshi Industrial Zone, Fuqiao Village, Heshi 
Town, Luojiang District, Quanzhou City, Fujian, China, 
is the sole owner and proprietor in TIMOR-LESTE of the 
trade mark shown hereunder:

The above mark is used upon or in connection with the 
following goods:

Class 5: Babies' diaper-pants; babies' 
diapers; swim diapers, disposable, for 
babies; diaper changing mats, disposable, 
for babies; sanitary towels; panty liners 
[sanitary]; sanitary tampons; sanitary 
panties; diapers for incontinence

Any infringement or imitation of the above mentioned 
trademark shall result in infringement of the ownership 
rights of the said company, who will undertake all legal 
means in order to defend and enforce its rights.

For further information, please contact 
trademark@globallaw-ip.com

Aeonbaby

To advertise in this magazine Phone or WA: +670 7726 7160  or Email: advertising@guideposttimor.com 
SPACE AVAIL ABLE



You can also download a 
digital (PDF) version of our 

latest magazine at 
www.guideposttimor.com

19 www.guideposttimor.comGuide Post Magazine

Guide Post Delivery 
Locations

Every month Guide Post 
Magazine is delivered to over 

140 locations across Dili, 
including:

Do you want our magazine 
delivered to your office, cafe or 

restaurant? Contact us at
 advertising@guideposttimor.com

Ala-ala Café 
Alola Foundation

ANZ Bank
Arbiru Beach Resort

Asia Development Bank
Asia Foundation

Australian Defense (DCP)
Australian Embassy

Australian Volunteers
Bay View Hills

Beachside Hotel
BNU

Burger King Colmera
Cafe Letefoho 
California Cafe
Castaway Bar

Caz Bar
Centro de Informação Turística

City 8
Compass Diving

CRA Timor
Dili International School

El Legendario
ETDA

EU Commission
Fatima Cafe

Federal Insurance
Gloria Jeans Timor Plaza

GMNTV
Golgota Hotel
Ha Ha Kafe
Heineken

Hotel California
Hotel The Ramelau

Hotel Timor
Inovar4

ISAT
Jack's of Timor-Leste

JICA 
JL World
KOICA

Konnekto
Kura Hao Pharmacy
Lucky Cake House

Mag & Co Fashion & Beauty
Malaysian Embassy
Malinamoc Paradise

Mandiri Bank
Meratus
Minco

Naris Restaurant
Nova Costa

Novo Turismo Hotel
Oceanview Bar & Restaurant

OLE Bar & Tapas
Padaria Brasao

Palm Springs Hotel
Pau de Canela

Páteo Supermarket
Pelican Grammar School

Plaza Hotel
Post Office (Dili Main Branch)

QSI School
Rolls & Bowls (Vinod Patel)

Rentlo Car Hire
RMS Engineering & Construction

Sancar Residence
Shah Gardens

Spooners Bar & Grill
Swire Shipping

Talho Moris
Tatoli

Telemor 
Telkomcel

Terra Santa Residences
The SPA

Times Square Hotel
Timor Gap

Timor Lodge Hotel
Timor Plaza & Timor Plaza Hotel

Timor Resort
Timor Telecom

Uma Knua
UN House

Venture Hotel
VSL Oilchem (Timor)

Wabisabi
Western Union

World Bank Office
Xanana Reading Room

Z & Z International School

Source: https://www.ictworks.org/timor-leste-youth-are-ai-fluent-and-ai-unready-at-the-same-time/

Ask how ready Timor-Leste’s young people are for artificial 
intelligence and the honest answer splits in two. They use it 
more than almost any peer group in Southeast Asia. They can 
do less with it than almost any peer group in Southeast Asia.
Both things are true, and the distance between them is the 
whole story.
UNESCO’s 2025 AI Readiness Assessment for Timor-Leste, 
produced with Catalpa International, reports that 98% of 
survey respondents had heard of AI and 55% used it daily. 
Timor-Leste is also the youngest country in Southeast Asia, 
with a median age around 21.
Put those together and you get the story everyone wants 
to tell: a digitally native generation, already fluent, ready to 
leap. I want to take that story apart, because it mistakes the 
one thing these young people can do for the many things the 
country has never built.

Headline Numbers Measure a Survey
Start with what the 98% and 55% actually describe. They 
come from an online survey of 120 respondents that the report 
says targeted public service staff, private-sector professionals, 
students, educators, researchers, and development-agency 
officials.
That is a sample of the connected, literate, mostly urban slice 
of the country. It is not a representative sample of Timorese 
youth, and the report never claims it is. The youth-specific 
work was a separate human-centered design session with 
25 youth representatives, rich in texture and thin in numbers.
This matters because the report’s own findings describe who 
gets left out: rural populations, women constrained by cultural 
norms, people with disabilities, and anyone who speaks only 
Tetun or a local dialect.
Timor-Leste has the largest gender gap in mobile phone use in 
Southeast Asia. A survey of the already-connected cannot tell 
you the readiness of a generation, most of whom live outside 
the sample frame. Read the 55% as what it is: evidence that 
the wired minority uses AI heavily, not proof that the median 
19-year-old in Ermera does.

Adoption Requires Nothing of the State
Even taking the enthusiasm at face value, high adoption is 
the least demanding signal of readiness available. Using 
ChatGPT needs a phone, a data bundle, and a foreign model 
that someone else trained and pays to run. It asks nothing of 
the country the user lives in.
The global evidence makes this concrete.
A study of generative-AI diffusion in World Development found 
that within sixteen months of launch, ChatGPT reached 209 of 
218 economies, with middle-income countries supplying over 
half its traffic. The strongest predictors of national uptake were 
income, digital infrastructure, human capital, English fluency, 
and a young population.
Timor-Leste scores low on every one of those except youth, 
and still reports heavy use. None of that signals readiness. 
It shows a young population reaching a free product over 
borrowed pipes.
I have made this argument about the continent I usually cover.  
AI Preparedness Index shows the Global South is not ready 
and it makes the same uncomfortable point: coverage and 
usage stats hide the absence of everything underneath. Being 
a fluent downstream user, the term the report itself uses for 
Timor-Leste again and again, describes dependence rather 
than capability.

Timor-Leste Youth Are AI-Fluent and 
 AI-Unready at the Same Time

By Wayan Vota
Indonesia Built the Floor. Timor-Leste Youth Have the Phone.
The comparison the question invites is instructive, as long as 
we are honest about what is and is not comparable.
On raw adoption, Timorese and Indonesian youth look alike.
Deloitte’s 2024 survey of nearly 3,000 university students 
across Asia-Pacific found 90% of Southeast Asian students 
had used generative AI, Indonesia included, and Indonesia 
ranks among the top five economies worldwide for ChatGPT 
traffic.
Timor-Leste’s 55%-daily figure, drawn from a different and far 
smaller survey, sits in the same enthusiastic range. A clean 
head-to-head on usage does not exist.
The divergence is underneath the apps.
Indonesia has run a National AI Strategy since 2020, Stranas 
KA, now paired with an implementation plan for 2025 to 
2029 that puts compute and data infrastructure at its core, a 
median age of 29, and a rank of 42nd on the Oxford Insights 
Government AI Readiness Index.
Timor-Leste has no national AI strategy. AI is not mentioned 
in Timor Digital 2032, the strategy it is only now revising. It 
has no GPUs or TPUs, ageing 3G and 4G with minimal 5G 
and about a third of the population online, and it ranks well 
below Indonesia among the ASEAN states that same index 
flags as least prepared.
So when an Indonesian and a Timorese teenager both close 
ChatGPT, they return to different countries.
One returns to a state building compute, curricula, and a labor 
market that might one day hire her to build models. The other 
returns to a submarine cable whose bandwidth has not yet 
reached his community, a data center with no capacity to train 
anything, and a government that uses less AI than he does.
The gap between the two youth populations has nothing to 
do with the app and everything to do with what waits for them 
after they close it.
Models Barely Speak Their Language
There is a lingustic capability gap. Tetun is a low-resource 
language for the models these young people prompt all day. 
The dedicated service Tetun dot org reports 70,000 monthly 
active users translating over a million documents a month, 
most of them pulling English into Tetun.
Google added Tetun to Translate only in 2024. The report 
warns that competing large language models, each trained 
differently, could deepen the fragmentation of a language that 
was never fully standardized to begin with.
A generation that uses AI fluently in its second or third 
language, on tools that render its own language poorly, is not a 
portrait of readiness. It is a population bending itself to the tool 
because no one has resourced the tool to bend toward them.
What Youth Readiness Requires
Calling these young people AI-ready because most of the 
connected ones use ChatGPT sets the bar where it costs the 
state nothing. Real readiness is a set of things only institutions 
build, and the report names most of the actors who would 
have to build them.

•	 The Ministry of Transport and Communications is revising 
Timor Digital 2032 right now. If that revision fails to put AI, 
compute, and Tetun-language data at its center, the best 
chance to move youth from consumption to capability is 
gone before it starts.

•	 The Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Culture 
should fund AI literacy that teaches building and auditing, 
not only prompting, or it will graduate skilled users into an 
economy with nothing for them to build.

•	 The National Institute of Linguistics should resource Tetun 
datasets as public infrastructure, because no foreign lab 
will do it for them.

•	 The Ministry of Justice should pass the data protection law 
that has sat in draft since 2021, so the daily users have 
legal cover before their data trains someone else’s product.

•	 And having joined ASEAN in October 2025, Timor-Leste 
should spend that membership buying regional compute 
now instead of pretending a domestic Tier-3 data center 
is close.

Timor-Leste’s young people did the easy part on their own. 
They adopted the technology faster than their government, 
their schools, and their laws. The readiness their fluency 
actually tests is not theirs. It is whether anyone will build the 
country in which that fluency becomes more than a faster way 
to finish homework.  Right now, no one is.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

THE TIMES SUDOKU

QUICK CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLES ON PAGE 12

Answers:
1.	 Boeing 757

2.	 Brisbane - as in Sir Thomas 
Brisbane 

3.	 Cupid 

4.	 Three 

5.	 Male pattern baldness or hair 
loss 

6.	 Windsor Castle 

7.	 Baker Street by Gerry 
Rafferty 

8.	 Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

9.	 Thorpe Park 

10.	 Church Army

11.	 Bismarck

12.	 New Zealand

13.	 Self-portrait or 'selfie'

14.	 Too long; didn't read

15.	 The Bargello

16.	 Hydrochloric & nitric 

17.	 Chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy

18.	 St. Leger Stakes

19.	 Pakistan

20.	 Elaine Paige

‘THE TIMES’ QUIZ

 

If we come to him, Jesus promises 
rest to all those who are weary and 

burdened. (Matt 11 v 28) 

How will you find rest? 

To find out the answer to this and 
Other bible questions, email: 

easttimor@acbm.org.au 

ACBM EAST TIMOR 
DiliTimor-Leste 

www.thisisyourbible.com 

LEARN ABOUT THE GOSPEL 
OF JESUS CHRIST 

"3 Panel Plays"

“It's a Fact”

The measurement 
of time, the 

second, is called 
that because 

it's the second 
division of the 

hour.

“Dad Joke”

They told me I 
needed insoles for 
years. Finally tried 
them, and now I 
stand corrected.

Ken's Two Centavos
Ken calls himself a citizen of the world, and with good reason. Now in 
his seventies, he’s lived a life that has carried him from Denmark to 
Europe, the United States and Thailand, before choosing Atauro Island 
as the perfect place to retire.
Each month, he shares his thoughts on everyday life — the insights, 
quirks and small moments that show Timor-Leste to be both familiar 
and unexpected. These are Ken’s Two Centavos...

Today was a 2-bagger. In the parlance of my quarter-acre beachfront 
plot on Atauro Island, 'a 2-bagger' is the number of large black plastic 
trash bags I needed. In Tetun, I guess it would be 'saku rua.'  Every day 
or two, I go out on the beach (tasi-ibun) bordering the east side of my 
rented parcel and pick up trash.  If I were a local, I'd dig a coffin-burial-
sized hole in the sand, above the high tide mark, toss trash in there, 
and cover it up with sand later.  Instead, I tote bags of garbage, and put 
it on the side of the road and hope the garbage crew bring their yellow 
truck to pick-up, before the local dogs tear the bags and strew...., but 
that aspect is not a major problem, because beach waste doesn't smell 
like rotten food, so the dogs usually tear a hole in a bag, sniff sand & 
surf, and leave it at that. 

'What is found on the beach?,' you may ask. Mostly thin plastic cups. Yet, 
a list of diverse items would fill a long piece of paper in small font. I've 
found individual shoes, a motorcycle helmet with a big crack, lots of bits 
of rope, but nothing organic or smelly, just 99% plastic, rinsed by the sea.  
If such large amounts of trash find their way onto a beach, the amounts 
still in the sea and on its floor - must be prodigious,....around a ton per 
square Km.  The little bit of saving grace is: some of the discards can 
contribute to habitat for small sea creatures. However, the drawbacks 
to dumping trash into the sea far outweigh any advantages.

I've taken a ferry from the tip of Baja California to the Mexican coast.  One 
night, a crew member was tossing large plastic bags full of trash into the 
Sea of Cortez. I thought, 'low class,' but didn't reprimand the guy doing 
his job.  What good would it have done?....just create annoyance and 
possible anger on his part.  Another time, in Mexico, I had to hitchhike.  
The beat up car that picked me up, had four local guys inside.  They 
were passing around a bottle of tequila and each taking gulps. It was 
empty when it got to me, so the guys motioned to me to toss the bottle 
out the window. I declined. With drunken smiles & fervor they yelled at 
me, "POR LA MADRE!" (for the mother [nature]). I still declined. I was 
no fun for them.

I'm not trying to bash Mexico, but instead reminding anyone who is 
still reading this: 'Don't litter.' You wouldn't toss trash around in your 
house.  Timor-Leste is like your residence writ large, and that includes 
the surrounding sea and its beaches and coastline.  So please, be 
responsible with trash and teach your kids likewise.  The other day, I 
was riding my batt-op motorscooter at Atauro, with two of my adopted 
grandkids on board.  One tike finished her drink and tossed the plastic 
to the side. I stopped the bike, turned around, and had her pick it up. 
It's never too early to learn to not be a litterbug.    
I wonder what proportion of the trash getting to Timor-Leste's coastline 
comes from nearby Indonesian islands. We'll never know, just as we'll 
never fully gauge how much comes from boats at sea, where crew and 
passengers toss it overboard.

Atauro Island / alongside beach 
- 3 km south of Beloi - 
>>> Inner-TUBING <<< 

and / or 
>>> Tent CAMPING <<< 

milarepah.com / +670 7650 1368 
kenalberts214@gmail.com
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Storage and Logistics

linkedin.com/company/ANLhttps://www.anl.com.au/Find Us:

Explore a seamless and secure logistics experience with ANL. Our comprehensive 
door-to-door solution, integrating eco-friendly inland transport, trucking, and 
storage, ensures timely and reliable shipment from origin to destination. Beyond 
shipping, we provide additional services including storage, warehousing, 
LCL Cargo, and more. 

Begin your shipping journey with us by contacting us today. 

Contact Us Today 
For sales enquiries, contact: sales@anltl.tl 

 

Timor: (+670) 331 0162

Australia (Darwin): (+61) (08) 8944 7600 

Singapore: (+65) 6589 3294

Our Next Deadline for Advertising & 
Articles is: 20th of September 2026

Australia and Timor-Leste have reaffirmed their commitment to Timor-
Leste’s economic and institutional reform agenda through the second phase 
of the Partnership for Inclusive Prosperity (PROSIVU). The announcement 
followed the annual Steering Committee meeting, co-chaired by Finance 
Minister Santina Viegas Cardoso and Australian Ambassador Caitlin Wilson.
Building on Phase One (2022–2026), PROSIVU Phase Two (2026–2028) 
will support efforts to strengthen public institutions, improve economic 
governance, modernise public administration and enhance public financial 
management. It will also support Timor-Leste’s deeper regional integration 
through ASEAN. The reforms aim to create economic opportunities, 
strengthen public services and ensure public resources deliver lasting 
benefits for the Timorese people.
Ambassador Wilson said the second phase reflected the enduring 
partnership between the countries and their shared commitment to Timor-
Leste’s long-term development priorities.
“Australia and Timor-Leste share a strong and enduring partnership, 
grounded in our commitment to a peaceful, stable, prosperous and resilient 
future. Through PROSIVU Phase Two, we will continue working together to 
strengthen institutions, expand economic opportunity and support inclusive 
development that benefits all Timorese people.”
The Australian Government will continue supporting Timor-Leste’s business 
environment through investment and trade promotion, tourism development, 
online business registration and economic reform coordination. Phase Two 
will also support women’s economic empowerment, disability-inclusive 
services and improved digital connectivity.
Support will also help Timor-Leste implement the ASEAN Economic 
Community Roadmap, meet ASEAN standards, attract investment and 
trade, and provide English-language training for government officials.
Australia’s partnership with the Ministry of Finance will continue 
strengthening public financial management to support economic growth, 
jobs and public services. The programme will also support civil service 
reform and development of a Gender Equality, Disability and Social Inclusion 
Strategy for the public service.

Australia and Timor-Leste reaffirm commitment to 
reform through PROSIVU

Minister Viegas Cardoso thanked Australia 
for its continued partnership and support.
“On behalf of the Government of Timor-
Leste, I thank the Government of Australia 
for its commitment to this work. I am 
confident that, with continued collaboration 
and clear priorities, Phase Two will deliver 
tangible benefits for the Timorese people.”

Source: Media release supplied by the Australian 
Embassy (Edited).
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Can you imagine travelling around the world without using airplanes? Teresa and 
Dennis, a couple from Munich, Germany, set out on a mission with the simple idea: to 
travel the world over land and sea and to avoid flights. Their motivation is to see how 
people, culture, landscape, food and language change from one region to another, as 
well as not simply fly over less visited parts of the world. Rather than rushing from one 
popular destination to another, they take their time, travel overland, meet local people 
and experience the countries they pass through. 

The journey started more than three years ago and has taken them across a large part 
of Europe and Asia. In August, Teresa and Dennis arrived in Dili. Timor-Leste, which 
marks the 36th country they have visited since starting their adventure, with their final 
destination being just a stone's throw away. “We have been using buses, trains, shared 
taxis, boats and hitchhiking to get from one place to another,” says Dennis. “At first, 
the idea to travel without flights was taken on a whim, but over the course of our trip, 
we have realised that we are inspiring a lot of people around the world. That’s why we 
are trying our best to stick to our non-flying rule.” Since they began sharing about their 
experiences on social media, the couple has amassed a following of almost 30k people 
on Instagram (@human.travel.stories) and hope to inspire more.

Their route has never been a straight line. From Germany, they travelled through the 
Balkans, Türkiye and the Caucasus before making a detour through the Arabian Peninsula 
including Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Oman. From there, they continued crossing Central 
Asia and China. Another detour included a trip by ferry to South Korea and Japan before 
venturing south through Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia.

Travelling for humans
For the couple, however, the places are only part of what 
makes the journey special. The most memorable aspects of 
slow travelling are the people they meet along the way. Time 
and time again, they have experienced how kind and helpful 
humans are. Sometimes it was a conversation, sometimes a 
recommendation, and sometimes simply someone taking the 
time to help them when they needed it.

"While in Kazakhstan, we were invited to a complete stranger’s 
home because in their culture guests are considered ‘God-
given’," Teresa shares. Another local’s invitation included a 16-
hour ride on a cramped sleeper bus, which they were happy to 
endure to experience the rural life in a Kazakh village. Teresa resumes: “The mother of the house warmly welcomed us 
with a freshly cooked ‘Beshbarmak‘ – a traditional dish of noodles with horse meat.”

In China, a lady invited them to her home after a simple exchange of smiles. In Iraq, complete strangers offered them a 
ride and gave them a place to sleep. In Tajikistan, the shared taxi stopped to buy watermelons, and one of the passengers 
bought an extra watermelon, giving it to Dennis and Teresa while saying “welcome to Tajikistan”. “These are the kind of 
encounters that make our trip worthwhile”, Teresa concludes with a smile.

Arriving in the youngest country of Asia
After having collected countless stories in 35 countries, a 12-
hour bus ride from Kupang brought the couple to Dili. "To be 
honest, we didn’t know much about Timor-Leste before coming 
here, apart from the fact, that it is a very young country. 
Knowing that not many people visit Timor-Leste yet got us 
really excited to get the chance to explore it", Teresa admits.

One of the most characteristic ways to get around the city 
are microlets, the small local buses that run all over Dili. “We 
wish it was that easy and straightforward in other countries”, 
Dennis laughs and adds: “I love how efficient it is. When you 
want to get out, you just need to tap the handle with a coin to 
make noise, and the driver will stop.” The only thing he would 
wish for is that the microlets continued running a little later 
into the evening.

Travellers Teresa Binner and Dennis Tuczay on 
the ferry to Atauro Island

First meal after arrival in Dili

Our route

From Germany to Timor-Leste by Public Transport: 
A Journey Across Continents and Oceans

This German couple started their adventure 3 years ago and have been using buses, trains, 
shared taxis, and ships while avoiding flights to get to Asia. 

In August, they arrived in Timor-Leste. 
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Sunset at Mount Ramelau

Visiting Dili’s landmark

Looking for a boat to Australia

For the two globetrotters, one of the best ways to get closer to a country’s culture is 
to stay with local people. “What we really like about Timor-Leste,” Dennis explains, 
“is that homestays with local families are a very common type of accommodation. 
Instead of simply staying in a hotel, guests can see how people live, share meals, have 
conversations that provide a much deeper understanding of the culture and contribute 
directly to the local economy. On top of that, it is a very budget-friendly way of travelling 
in Timor-Leste.”

While staying with locals, Teresa and Dennis met Josh Trindade, a scholar from Dili who 
is researching ‘Lulik’, a cultural peculiarity of Timor-Leste that is not visible to visitors at 
first glance. Mr. Trindade explained the concept of Lulik as “moral and juridical source 
that acts as a mediating force to keep life in balance and represents an essential part 
of the unique Timorese identity”. Unlike the Western world that uses duality-based 
thinking (good/bad, man/woman etc.) Lulik offers a more fluid approach to understand 
life between humans with a third regulating factor. “Learning about such a unique 
cultural framework was truly inspiring. The Western world can learn a lot from Lulik,” 
the couple states.

Under water and above the clouds: exploring Timor-Leste
One of the highlights of their time in Timor-Leste was a trip to Atauro. Flocked with 
locals on deck, the trip with the Berlin Ramelau ferry made it to the couple's list of 
unique public transport experiences around the world. 

On Atauro, the German travellers went snorkelling and noted that the protected reef 
is remarkably healthy, with huge mussels and an impressive underwater world. They 
mention that it serves as a great example for the successful conservation of marine environments, which makes Atauro 
a pearl of Timor-Leste. 

While Atauro offered relaxation, a trip to Mount Ramelau with a 
rental car satisfied their craving for adrenaline. The road was an 
adventure in itself as Teresa, the designated driver summarises: “I 
have to admit that was the most thrilling road I have ever ridden 
a car on. For most of the trip, the road was in extremely poor 
condition, making a four-wheel-drive vehicle essential. But once we 
had reached the guesthouse, we were welcomed with a clean room 
and dinner, and the rigours of the road were immediately forgotten.” 
On the following morning, accompanied by three other European 
travellers, they started hiking the mountain for the sunrise on top. 

Back in Dili, Teresa and Dennis will continue exploring the country 
while hoping for two things: Not to encounter a crocodile and to 
find a boat to finish their trip.

The final destination
Why find a boat? Because the goal of their trip is to reach Australia without an airplane. 
After three years of travelling mostly overland, the next part of the journey requires a 
completely different kind of transport. As there are no ferry connections to Australia, 
the couple hopes to find a sailing boat to Darwin in Northern Australia. While exploring 
Timor-Leste, the couple is actively looking for options for their onward travel. “We hope 
to hitch a sailboat to Australia,” Teresa says. Timing is one of their biggest challenges. 
The sailing season for this route doesn’t begin until September or October, so their 
patience is currently put to the test. They know where they want to go, but they do 
not yet know exactly how they will get there.

“We are open for any ideas and can also imagine joining a commercial ship from Dili to 
Australia if this were possible somehow. Having met many Australian expats in Timor-
Leste, it would be fascinating to experience the commercial links of the two countries 
on a cargo vessel first-hand and to meet the people who make it happen,” Dennis notes.

In the meantime, they are trying every possibility: spreading the word among other 
travellers, contacting sailors and marinas, and searching through online sailing 
communities. 

“As the season of sailing hasn’t started yet, we can take more time to discover and 
enjoy Timor-Leste”, Dennis ends. Somewhere out there, a boat may be preparing to leave Indonesia or Timor-Leste for 
Darwin. Teresa and Dennis hope that, somehow, their paths will cross. And perhaps that will be the most unexpected 
part of their journey so far.

If you can help them to complete their journey to Australia, use the contact details below:
Human Travel Stories (Teresa Binner and Dennis Tuczay)
Instagram: www.instagram.com/human.travel.stories  /  TikTok: www.tiktok.com/@human.travel.stories
Website: www.humantravelstories.com  /  YouTube: www.youtube.com/@humantravelstories
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TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
IN

TIMOR-LESTE
WESTERN UNION HOLDINGS, INC., a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Georgia, of 7001 
East Belleview Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80237, United States of America, does hereby provide notice that 
it claims proprietorship of the trade mark

Computer software; computer operating programs, recorded; computer programs, downloadable; computer programs, 
recorded; computer software applications, downloadable; computer software platforms, recorded or downloadable; 
computer software, recorded; downloadable cryptographic keys for receiving and spending cryptocurrency; 
downloadable e-wallets; electronic and magnetic ID cards for use in connection with payment for services; magnetic 
encoded cards for debit credit and stored value transactions; computer software, namely, electronic financial platform 
that accommodates multiple types of payment and debit transactions in an integrated mobile phone, PDA, and web 
based environment; computer software to enable searching of data; database management software; computer 
software for the provision of banking services; credit screening software; computer software for encryption; application 
software; computer application software for mobile phones; computer programs and computer software for electronic 
trading of securities; computer e-commerce software to allow users to perform electronic business transactions via a 
global computer network; computer firmware; consumer coupons in electronic form; electronic publications, 
downloadable; computers; smartphones; smartwatches.

Insurance; insurance services; financial affairs; financial services; monetary affairs; banking services; real estate 
affairs; money transfer services; bill payment services; money order services; cheque cashing services; debt collection 
services; electronic funds transfer services ; transmission of money by electronic means from customers; transfer of 
payments for consumers; credit card services; processing electronic payments made through prepaid cards; issuing 
gift certificates which may then be redeemed for goods or services; automated teller machine services; debit card 
services; issuing stored value cards;  direct deposit of funds into customer bank accounts; automated financial clearing 
house deposit services and on-line auction payment and settlement services; currency exchange services; real estate 
agency services; real estate management; investment management services; arranging of loans; mortgage banking; 
mutual funds; stocks and bonds brokerage; trusteeship; home banking; leasing of real estate; bail-bonding; 
brokerage; capital investment; cheque verification; financial clearing houses; credit bureau services; crowdfunding; 
debt advisory services; debt collection agency services; deposits of valuables; e-wallet payment services; electronic 
transfer of virtual currencies; exchanging money; financial analysis; financial appraisals; financial consultancy; 
financial customs brokerage services; financial evaluations; financial exchange of virtual currency; financial 
management; financial management of reimbursement payments for others; financial research; financial sponsorship; 
financial valuation of intellectual property assets; providing financial information; providing financial information via a 
web site; financing services; fiscal valuation; hire-purchase financing; lease-purchase financing; instalment loans; 
insurance brokerage; insurance consultancy; insurance underwriting; providing insurance information; investment of 
funds; lending against security; loans [financing]; organization of monetary collections; online banking; processing of 
credit card payments; processing of debit card payments; provident fund services; real estate affairs; real estate 
appraisal; real estate brokerage; providing rebates at participating establishments of others through use of a 
membership card; rent collection; retirement payment services; safe deposit services; savings bank services; 
securities brokerage; stock brokerage services; stock exchange quotations; stocks and bonds brokerage; surety 
services; issuance of tokens of value; issuance of travelers' checks; trusteeship; fiduciary; compliance services.

Quality control and authentication services; design and development of computer hardware and software; computer 
programming; computer rental; computer security consultancy; computer software consultancy; computer software 
design; computer system analysis; computer system design; computer technology consultancy; rental of computer 
software; conversion of computer programs and data, other than physical conversion; conversion of data or documents 
from physical to electronic media; data encryption services; data security consultancy; development of computer 
platforms; duplication of computer programs; electronic data storage; electronic monitoring of credit card activity to 
detect fraud via the internet; electronic monitoring of personally identifying information to detect identity theft via the 
internet; information technology [IT] consultancy; providing information relating to computer technology and 
programming via a web site; installation of computer software; internet security consultancy; maintenance of computer 
software; monitoring of computer systems by remote access; monitoring of computer systems for detecting 
unauthorized access or data breach; monitoring of computer systems to detect breakdowns; platform as a service 
[PaaS]; software as a service [SaaS]; updating of computer software; user authentication services using single sign-on 
technology for online software applications; user authentication services using technology for e-commerce 
transactions; hosted software solution for use in compliance.

in relation to:

WESTERN UNION HOLDINGS, INC. can be contacted care of their address for service:
AJ Park, Level 22, Aon Centre, 1 Willis Street, Wellington 6011, New Zealand

mail@ajpark.com

Applicant cautions that any use of the trade mark or any confusingly similar trade mark in relation to any of 
these goods and services or similar goods and services, would be seen as infringement of their rights and 
that they will take such action deemed necessary to protect those rights.
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GJ Burchall is an Australian journalist who lives in Dili and works as Communications co-ordinator at ETDA.

The man was “Daddy Peter” to the Timorese people he loved and 
who loved him.
Peter was more than a Trainer with exceptional skills and expertise. To 
the staff and students of the East Timor Development Agency (ETDA), 
he was Family. A family member from another country, another culture.
Pierre Hirt was a familiar, sprightly sight, as he trod local streets in his 
baggy shorts, garish shirts or sleeveless Tees, and a wide-brim straw 
hat. Or bent over a potter’s wheel, up to his elbows in clay, glasses 
perched on his shiny pate.
But sadly, now no more. Pierre “Daddy Peter” Hirt died in Dili on 14 
August. He was 80.
The Master Potter had been in Timor-Leste since 2017. He came 
on a short-visit stay assignment and happily saw out his remaining 
years here.

Former ETDA director Palmira Pires recalls the circumstances.

“A donor asked what we needed for our ceramic arts projects,” she 
says. “We asked for a kiln to fire the pottery. But we asked that it come 
with something even more important – a teacher.

“When the kiln arrived, Daddy Peter arrived with it.”

Pierre Rolf Hirt was Swiss. That meant quite a climate change. And 
a language barrier. But the craftsman threw himself into the task, 
producing not only great work of his own, but also accomplished 
artists, some of whom subsequently became trainers.

“He taught the students technique, but also patience and creativity,” 
says Pires. “They learned to shape clay with care, and to paint with 
the colours and motifs of Timor-Leste.”

Pierre had led a wildly disparate life. As he explained at his 80th 
birthday last year, he spent 20 years as a monk, then 20 as a family 
man with a wife and two children, followed by 20 “on adventure”, which 
included his final nine years living in Timor-Leste.

He shaped a new generation of Timorese pottery artists in ceramic 
art that embraced both the purely practical (coffee mugs, plates, 
bowls, vases) to the delightfully decorative (figurative or abstract), all 
of which carried vibrantly-painted designs.

His works, along with those of the students he trained, inspired, 
mentored, and encouraged, are on permanent display in the ETDA 
Gallery, along with a set of his bold, primary-colour, spray-paint 
compositions, which he had recently undertaken.

“You have passed your skills to us,” Pires says in tribute. “You have 
left a living legacy.”

Pierre Hirt came to Timor-Leste riding a kiln. He found a home and a 
family. He fell deeply in love with the place and its people. He stayed. 
He will stay forever. The Swiss artist was buried on 20 August in 
Becora. Deep in the Timor clay.

Vale Pierre “Daddy Peter” Hirt 1945-2026

Peter Hirt - His heart forever in Timor-Leste
by GJ Burchall
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POST CARDS Show Timor-Leste 
to the World. 

DISCOUNT for bulk 
buyers

$5
SERIES I *Atauro Figh�ng Rooster *Cristo Rei (Statue of Jesus) * Atauro Spear Fisherman * Uma Lulik (Tradi�onal House) 

(Set of 4)
Available from the Guide Post Office or call 7726 7160
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We can take care 
of all your pest 

control problems 
by designing the 
best Pest Control 
program for you.

FOR A FREE INSPECTION PLEASE CALL US!
TEL: +670 331 0606

Operating to Australian standards
www.sc-et.com

SanCar
Pest Control

Timor-Leste’s
#1 Pest Control Company

 

$50
Conditions Apply

18K

Rua do Aeroporto
Malinamoc - Comoro Dili, Timor Leste

B E A C H S I D E  H O T E L ,  D I L I + 6 7 0  7 7 5 4  9 6 8 1

C I N E M A  P R O G R A M - S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6

w w w. b e a c h s i d e h o t e l d i l i . c o m
Areia Branca, Metiaut, Dili

FREE MOVIES ON THE BEACH 
Friday & Saturday - start approx. 7pm at the Beachside Hotel

FRI SEP 04 - MAGELLAN

SAT SEP 05 - PROJECT HAIL MARY

FRI SEP 11 - THE SHEEP DETECTIVES

SAT SEP 12 - STAND BY ME (40th ANNIVERSARY)

FRI SEP 18 - THE CHRISTOPHERS                                                         

SAT SEP 19 - THE MAGIC FARAWAY TREE

FRI SEP 25 - DIFF - PRELUDE

SAT SEP 26 - PALM BEACH

To advertise in this magazine Phone or WA: +670 7726 7160  or Email: advertising@guideposttimor.com 
SPACE AVAIL ABLE
Dili Sights of Interest by Jonty Crane

About the author:
Jonty has published a number of books on Timor-Leste, which can be bought in Dili or online from Amazon, has recorded 
an Exploring Timor-Leste podcast series, developed the website www.exploringtimor.com, and has many videos 
promoting Timor-Leste on YouTube (@ExploringTimorLeste) and TikTok (@exploringtimor).

Becusi Cemetery
Close to Taibesi Market, this is one of the largest 
cemeteries in the country. Many of the tombstones 
are lit at night by solar powdered LEDs, making 
it one of the few well lit parts of Dili at night.  
Microlet #8.

As you go about your daily routine in Dili, it’s easy to overlook some of the city’s most intriguing spots. 
Here's another couple of interesting sites worth a closer look.

Indonesian Military Cemetery
The Indonesian Military Cemetery (Taman Makam 
Pahlawan Seroja) lies across the road from Santa 
Cruz Cemetery. This is home to the graves of 697 
Indonesian soldiers (only 243 of whom have been 
identified) who died while serving in then East 
Timor between 1975 and 1999. Microlet #1 and #7.
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