‘Please Explain’

MEDIA RELEASE
Baucau Market Event Promotes Production of Nutritious Food
to Fight Malnutrition

BIBLE CODE
Human beings love to see patterns – a dolphin in a cloud, the face of Jesus in a potato
chip, and even a face on the surface of Mars. In his 1997 bestseller, the Bible Code,
Michael Drosnin claimed that anyone could read the future in the Bible, by applying a
simple mathematical code. The Bible he referred to was some of the books from the
Hebrew Bible, such as Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Isaiah and
Deuteronomy. The code was amazingly simple. Start with any letter in Genesis,
skip (say) three letters write down the fourth letter, skip another three letters, write
down the eighth letter, and so on. (Mathematicians call this a’ skip code’.) Keep going
until recognisable words begin floating up eerily. If skipping three letters doesn’t give
you good words, try skipping four, or five, or any number you like.

Baucau, 22 March 2018: The ‘Good
Farming for Better N
 utrition’ event
was held at Baucau Vila Nova
Central Market on Thursday 22
March to promote local agricultural
production and 
consumption of
nutritious food. The vibrant event

was organised by World Vision as
part of the TOMAK (To’os ba Moris
Di’ak, or Farming for Prosperity)
program, with support from the
Australian Government. Municipal
representatives from the Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries, Timorese police (PNTL) and defence force (F-FDTL) and other NGOs also participated in the
celebration.

Drosnin applied various lengths of skipping letters (his ‘bible code’) to the Torah. He
claims that he found prophecies of the assassinations of President John Kennedy,
Robert Kennedy and the Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, as well as prophecies
about the Oklahoma City bombing, the rise of Hitler, and most of the significant events
of the 20th century. Mind you, to extract the name RABIN, he had to skip 4771 letters
at a time.

Around 400 local farmers, producers, families and market customers took part in the event, which included
a lively theatrical performance highlighting the important role women and men play in family nutrition
decision-making. Other activities included a cooking demonstration and competition using nutrient-rich
local produce, and producers and farmers connecting with service providers and buyers.

Drosnin was not the first to investigate this phenomenon. This ‘bible code’ stuff goes
back a long way to the Kaballa – an esoteric Jewish mysticism of the 12th century.
In 1994, Eliyahu Rips (an Israeli mathematician) reported in the journal, Statistical
Science, that if you used a skip code, you could find many recognisable words in
Genesis. In 1995, Grant Jeffrey and Yacov Rambsel wrote the signature of God,
in which they applied a skip code of 20 letters to the book of Isaiah and found the
phrase, ‘Yeshua (Jesus) is my name’.

“No-one chooses to be hungry or malnourished,” said TOMAK Team Leader Richard Holloway at Baucau
Central Market yesterday. “Baucau has ample good land to produce the food it needs to maintain a
healthy population through what we call nutrition-sensitive agriculture. It’s not a c omplicated idea. It’s an
agricultural approach that, put simply, supports families to produce and eat better food. World Vision and
its local partners are important collaborators for us in reaching communities in West Baucau, and today is
designed to showcase some of the ideas we are working on.”
World Vision’s Project Coordinator, Mauricio Gusmão, said: “Today’s event was a celebration of
nutrition-sensitive agriculture so that families in Baucau can grow and prepare more n utritious food,
especially for their children. We thank our government and project partners for this special event to
promote healthy eating and help reduce malnutrition in Baucau.”

How could such a simple code predict the future so well?
First this code has a high success rate in ‘predicting’ events after they have happened,
and are already in the history books. In 1997, Drosnin predicted the end of the world in
2000 AD – or perhaps later than 2006, or perhaps later than 2006, or perhaps never.
He covered every option with this broad prediction, guaranteeing that it will eventually
come true. However, one of this many ‘predictions’ did come true - the assassination
of Rabin.

Representative of Baucau Authority President, Maria Celestina Viegas, also attended yesterday’s event.
“I believe that through this event the Baucau community immediately saw and heard about the planting of
highly nutritious local foods from World Vision’s trained groups. The program will be successful because
groups, families and communities have initiatives to improve local foods through cooperation with local
government, including the Ministries of Agriculture and Health, and development partners,” she said.
Timor-Leste has one of the highest rates of malnutrition among women and children in the Asia-Pacific
region. According to the 2013 Timor-Leste Food and Nutrition Survey, 50.2% of children aged 0-59 months
suffer from stunting (low height for age), 11% suffer from wasting (low weight for height) and 37.7% are
underweight.

Second, the Hebrew language, when written, usually omits short-sounding vowels,
so you have to add them yourself. So Hebrew names can be written in many different
ways, which increases your chances of success.

About World Vision
World Vision Timor-Leste is a humanitarian organisation working in Aileu, Baucau, Bobonaro and Covalima
municipalities. World Vision works with children, families and communities to improve access to healthcare,
clean water and education; reduce gender-based violence; and enhance livelihoods and community resilience.

Third, the code works on any book – not just the Torah. Professor Brendan McKay, a
mathematician from the Australian National University, wrote about this in his paper.’
The Bible Code: Fact or Fraud’. McKay claimed that Drosnin’s techniques are so broad
that he could find ‘prophetic messages’ in any book.

About TOMAK
TOMAK is a 5-10 year agricultural livelihoods program supported by the Australian Government in
Timor-Leste. TOMAK is working closely with government, NGO and private sector partners to sustainably
increase market engagement and improve household nutrition for farming families. In its first phase, the
program is working in Baucau, Bobonaro and Viqueque municipalities.

Drosnin, in a Newsweek interview, challenged: ‘When my critics find a message
about the assassination of a prime minister encrypted in Moby Dick. I’II believes
them. ‘So McKay applied the skip code to Moby Dick. He found many famous
assassinations in the novel, including that of Prime Minister Rabin, as well as John
Kennedy, Martin Luther King Jr and Trotsky.

World Vision, in partnership with Ba Futuru, Alola Foundation and CARE, is leading the implementation of
nutrition-related activities for TOMAK in 18 suku in west Baucau.
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When McKay applied the skip code to Tolstoy’s War and Peace, he found 59 words
related to the J ewish Hannukah. And Dr Rips, whose 1994 paper inspired Drosnin to
write the Bible Code, has written: ‘I do not support Mr Drosnin’s work on the codes, or
the conclusions he derives.’

TIDES

If you want to try it yourself, go to Jeff Raskin’s home page (www.jefrakin.com/forjef2/
jefweb-compiled/published /bible_hoax.html) and plug in any text you like (the yellow
Pages or White Pages) or the phone book, or just the latest bestseller) into his
code program, and see how well you too can predict the past.
Lies and Statistics
This quote, often attributed to Mark Twain, ’There are lies, damned lies, and statistic,
‘describes the bible code very well.
The original 1994 paper by Rips was published in a peer-reviewed journal, S
 tatistical
Science. ‘Peer-reviewed’ usually means that the paper has to be reviewed and
approved by a handful of anonymous experts in that particular
field, before it can be published.
Although Statistic Science is peer-reviewed, it is a lively and
interesting journal. The referees observed a curious result
in Rips, paper-real names popping up at random, all too
frequently- but could not immediately understand why. In the
spirit of scientific exploration, they offered the paper to the
readers as a ‘challenging puzzle.’ Indeed, it took several years
before McKay and his colleagues found the flaws in the 1994
paper by Rips. They found many more flaws in Drosnin’s book.    
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